
of a severely stressed ecosystem. 

SECTION 5  INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND 
RECREATION INTEREST 

Cambridge has about 492 acres of public recreational open space, most of which is located in 
the northern and western sections of the city.  In addition, privately owned recreational 
facilities, primarily the property of educational institutions, are available on a limited and 
controlled basis to Cambridge residents.  Of the 492 acres of public open space, approximately 
40 percent are used for active recreation and the remainder is passive recreational space.  
According to the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) Standard of 10 acres per 
1000 persons, Cambridge has only 40 percent of the recommended open space for a city of its 
size and population density.  Though such standards are, of course, subjective and general, they 
can provide a general guideline for evaluating recreational open space needs. 

The issue of the distribution of open space among the neighborhoods in Cambridge is at least as 
relevant as the issue of the shortage of open space in the entire city.  Given the income and 
mobility restrictions of many Cambridge residents, the geographic distribution of recreational 
opportunities is an important concern.  There is generally a satisfactory distribution of 
recreation resources across the city.  Every neighborhood, with the exception of Neighborhood 
Two (predominantly university affiliated buildings), has some form of active recreational 
facility.  Playgrounds are located in all 13 neighborhoods - some areas have as many as five. 
Baseball and/or softball fields are located in 11 of the 13 neighborhoods, and tennis courts are 
located in eight of 13 neighborhoods.  However, several of the larger and more attractive open 
spaces are in the western part of the city.  Neighborhoods in the eastern half of the city lack 
facilities of a similar size and character.  At present, there appear to be few opportunities to 
correct this deficiency due to limits on both physical and financial resources. 

Some of the larger city facilities in different neighborhoods such as playfields are utilized for 
organized activities including little league baseball, softball, soccer, and school sports leagues, 
and thus are unavailable for the exclusive use of neighborhood residents at times.  Some of 
these spaces attract users from other neighborhoods simply by virtue of their size.  The supply 
of several facilities - - specifically basketball courts and softball fields--is so limited that 
problems of overuse, scheduling conflicts, and general consumer dissatisfaction are inevitable.  
In addition, the recent surge in popularity of field hockey, lacrosse, and soccer, have made large 
field spaces all the more desirable. 

A. Protected Parcels 

The city safeguards portions of its open spaces with a variety of local, state and federal 
mechanisms, each with varying degrees of protection: 

Land and Water Conservation Grant stipulations: These parks were either built or renovated 
with federal Land and Water Conservation Grant funds.  Each grant agreement stipulates the 
protection of the open space for a certain period of time.  The open spaces which utilized these 
grants include: Lechmere Canal Park, Front Park, Sennott Park, Harvard Street Tot-lot, 
Riverside Press Park, Columbia and Pine Street Playgrounds and Market Street Park. 

Open Space Zoning Designation: As described in Section 4 Part F, the city has five open 
spaces with the open space zoning designation comprising over 492 acres.  Under this zoning, 
only certain types of institutional uses may be built and most of these require a special permit.  
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Parks with this zoning include Alewife Reservation (115 acres), Danehy Park (50 acres), Fresh 
Pond Reservation (324 acres), the Marie Avenue Tot-lot (0.1 acre) in Mid Cambridge, and 
Gold Star Mothers (Gore Street) Park (3.6 acres) in East Cambridge.  Under the city's zoning 
ordinance, it would take a two-thirds majority vote of the City Council to change the zoning 
designation or amend the zoning designation.  While zoning does not offer complete or 
indefinite protection, it makes highly unlikely that these parklands would be converted to a 
non-open space use. 

Watershed Protection Areas: In addition to its open space zoning designation, the Fresh Pond 
Reservation is part of the Cambridge watershed and thus protected from future redevelopment.  

Local Historic District Designation: Under Chapter 40C of the Massachusetts General Laws, 
Cambridge has established two local historic districts, both of which contain significant open 
spaces.  The Fort Washington Local Historic District in Cambridgeport was created by the City 
of Cambridge, with the specific intent of protecting this significant landmark.  Longfellow Park 
and Craigie Fountain are located in the Old Cambridge Historic District.  The City ordinances 
creating these districts require the approval of the Cambridge Historical Commission before 
any visible changes can be made.  While this does not protect the parks entirely, given the 30-
year history of the Cambridge Historical Commission, it is highly unlikely that the Commission 
will approve any proposals to remove these parcels from the open space inventory. 

National Register Designation: The Cambridge Common, the Old Burying Ground, portions of 
the Harvard University campus, the Charles River Basin, Longfellow Park, Craigie Fountain, 
Winthrop Square Park, and Hastings Square all include some open space and are listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places.  This designation means that the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, through the Section 106 Environmental Review process, must approve of 
any proposed changes, which use federal funds. 

B. Private Parcels 

The largest open spaces without full protection are the campuses of Harvard University and 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).  Both MIT and Harvard have significant real 
estate holdings in the city, much of which is not fully built out to its potential as allowed under 
current zoning.  At the same time, the City is aware that excessive institutional expansion has 
the potential to be harmful to its tax base and the character of residential and commercial 
districts.  The Growth Policy Document calls for each of the major institutions in the city to 
create long-range plans describing its future needs and goals and to discuss these plans with the 
city and the community. 

INSTITUTIONS 

Within the city, there are six institutions of higher education, the most notable of which are 
Harvard and MIT.  In most categories of active recreational activities, the universities, jointly, 
have significantly more facilities than the city itself.  With some exceptions, the active 
recreational sites have not been available to the general Cambridge community.  Occasionally, 
summer events sponsored by the City take place at Harvard or MIT.  The universities have also 
opened their facilities to different community organizations on a selected basis.  Although 
institutional active recreational facilities are only accessible to the general public on a limited 
basis, they reduce the demand that university affiliated students, staff, and alumni would 
otherwise place on city owned facilities.  

Universities in the city provide the Cambridge community with a number of open space and 

City of Cambridge - Open Space and Recreation Plan 2003-2008 Page 45 of 99 
Update: March, 2005 / Approved: July, 2005 



leisure amenities.  For the most part, the campuses are open to the public and are some of the 
most restful and beautiful passive green spaces in the city.  Harvard Yard, with its combination 
of historic buildings and mature elm trees, is a landmark known worldwide.  MIT has a 
significant amount of open space as well as modern sculptures placed around its campus.  

In addition, there are nine museums, three theaters, and two observatories affiliated with 
educational institutions in Cambridge.  These facilities are open to the public, usually at either 
no cost or for a minimal fee.  The universities also sponsor a number of other cultural events 
involving performing arts, dance, music and theater.  

COMMERCIAL PARCELS 

Some open space and recreational facilities in the city are privately owned.  Three hotels in the 
city, the Sonesta Hotel, Hyatt Regency Hotel, and the Charles Hotel, make their swimming 
pools and fitness facilities available to the general public for a fee.  Abt Associates, located in 
Alewife, sells summer passes to its outdoor swimming pool at a more reasonable price to the 
public during the summer.  There are also numerous fitness and health clubs located in the city. 
Memberships must be purchased to use the facilities and it is not known how many of the 
members are actually residents of the city of Cambridge.   

In order to increase the amount of open space, the City of Cambridge recently added provisions 
to the municipal zoning ordinance that requires certain commercial developers to provide and 
maintain open space or passive recreational facilities, which are available to the public for most 
of the day.  Some of the better known parks developed via this strategy are: The Riverfront 
Office Park in East Cambridge, which is an elevated, 27,000 square foot, landscaped plaza 
overlooking the Charles River; publicly accessible pathways on Lotus Development Company 
and Royal Sonesta Hotel properties; Sullivan Park in the Riverside neighborhood, a 12,000 
square foot passive park with sitting areas, a tot lot and a community garden; and Charles 
Square in Harvard Square which provides about an acre of landscaped open space.  Soon to be 
added to this inventory is 11-acres of open space in North Point (one large 5-acres park, and 
many smaller open spaces and pathways). 

C. Non Profit Parcels 

MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION 

The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) owns two extensive tracts of open 
space in the city: the Charles River Basin and some adjacent land, and the Alewife Reservation. 
The land controlled by the DCR along the Charles River includes boathouses, playing fields for 
soccer and baseball, a playground, and an outdoor swimming pool.  The grassy area and path 
adjacent to the river attracts people from all over the region to sit and relax, jog, walk, and 
cycle.  The Charles River Basin is protected from harmful changes using federal funds through 
its National Register status, however the area does not have guaranteed protection from actions 
the state government may take.  Alewife Reservation is a 115-acre natural area that includes 
marsh and wetlands, and small bodies of water.  The reservation provides a habitat for a 
number of plant, bird, animal, and fish species.  The area is also a resource for people to walk, 
canoe, and enjoy the unique natural environment.  Alewife Reservation is not as frequently 
used as the Charles River Basin and Riverfront, but does attract visitors from outside of 
Cambridge. 
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NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

Cambridge's other private nonprofit recreational facilities tend to be quite modest in scale.  
They usually either serve the local community or reflect the interests of the academic and 
professional community.   

Three important recreational facilities are located in the Central Square area: the Cambridge 
Family YMCA, the Cambridge YWCA, and the Salvation Army.  The YMCA is the largest 
private nonprofit recreational organization serving Cambridge residents.  The organization’s 
Central Square facility offers a wide range of recreational opportunities including an indoor 
swimming pool, rooftop track, health club and weight room, gym, and squash courts.  The 
YMCA serves a large clientele that includes local youth and families, as well as people 
employed in the area.  The YMCA has embarked on an extensive recruitment campaign and an 
active exploration of the options available to improve and substantially expand its physical 
plant.   

The Cambridge YWCA is located in a much smaller facility with quite different programming. 
The current programming includes a weekend arts program for girls from seven to 14 years of 
age; an after school program for seventh and eighth grade girls which focuses on math and 
science; and a fitness workshop for women suffering from abuse.  Folk dancing organizations 
also hold events there, which are open to the general public. 

The Salvation Army is located in a relatively new and well maintained building which houses a 
gymnasium. The gymnasium is rented to community groups and specialized nonprofit schools 
in the city at modest rates  

The East End House, Margaret Fuller Neighborhood House, and Cambridge Community 
Center are three local community agencies that provide modest recreational services to their 
respective neighborhoods.  Both Margaret Fuller Neighborhood House and Cambridge 
Community Center have small, older tot-lots on their property.  The Cambridge Community 
Center’s gymnasium is sometimes made available to various groups.  All of these centers also 
provide childcare, after school care, and serve as gathering places for residents in their 
respective communities.  

Churches and private schools generally provide recreational services to their constituents with 
very limited benefits to adjacent neighborhoods.  However, The Friends School, in 
Neighborhood 9, leases its field to the Cambridge Youth Soccer Association.  Likewise, many 
neighborhood children use the Friends School's outdoor facilities when the school is not in 
session. 

D. Public Parcels 

MAJOR FACILITIES 

A few recreational facilities dominate the total land area of Cambridge’s public open space 
system: Fresh Pond Reservation, Danehy Park, the Charles Riverfront, and Lechmere Canal 
Park.   All of these sites include active and passive recreational open space.  Fresh Pond 
Reservation, Danehy Park and Lechmere Canal Park are under the authority of the City of 
Cambridge.  The Charles Riverfront is under the authority of the Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR). 

Fresh Pond Reservation is a unique and valuable resource comprised of the Fresh Pond 
Reservoir and 155 acres of playing fields, grassy open space, a golf course, and wooded areas. 
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The 166-acre Pond itself adds a sense of spaciousness far beyond what the land area itself 
suggests.  In addition to passive recreation, it provides opportunities for active uses including 
jogging, bicycling, soccer and golf.   

Danehy Park is comprised of 50 acres of open space and playing fields in the western part of 
the city.  The site of the city's former landfill, the area has been reclaimed to provide for a 
variety of organized and informal sports activities including softball, soccer and football.  In 
addition, the park has tot lots, a jogging path and passive sitting areas.   

The Charles Riverfront, like Fresh Pond, provides a visual amenity to the city, creating a wide 
path of visual openness along six miles of Cambridge shoreline.  In addition, the Riverfront 
provides opportunities for boating, jogging and bicycling.  The Department of Conservation 
and Recreation controls the playing fields and access to the boathouses. 

Lechmere Canal Park is located adjacent to the Charles River along the eastern edge of the city 
and provides a unique mix of recreational activities on 7.5 acres along the Lechmere Canal.  
The park, situated in the midst of a mixed-use complex with retail, office and housing, offers 
opportunities for boating, jogging, outdoor concerts and events, picnicking, or passive 
enjoyment.  This facility is linked to several smaller passive recreational sites in the area and to 
the Charles Riverfront.  

Also worth noting is the War Memorial Recreational Facility adjacent to Cambridge Rindge 
and Latin High School used by the high school for physical education classes and after school 
sports programs.  When school is not in session the facility is also available for use by the 
public for a relatively small fee.  The facility includes: regulation-size indoor swimming pool 
and locker facilities, a weight room, indoor field house and track, four lighted outdoor tennis 
courts, a passive park and tot-lot. 

OTHER PARKS 

The remaining public open space inventory, in approximately 100 locations, is scattered 
throughout Cambridge in predominantly small facilities.  Forty-one sites are less than one acre 
in size and only eight are larger than five acres.  The pattern of dispersal of facilities offers 
reasonable accessibility to at least some types of open space resources for most Cantabrigians 
(though there are some significant exceptions).  However, improvements could be made in 
nearly every specific type of park and recreational facility to bring the city closer to NRPA 
standards. 

Public Open Space in Cambridge 
 PARK NAME LOCATION USE SIZE (acres) 

1 Agassiz/Alden Park (Baldwin 
School) 

Oxford St. Playground 0.1 

2 Ahern Field 
(Kennedy/Longfellow School) 

Charles St. Basketball, Indoor 
Center, Running Track, 
Softball, Soccer, Street 
Hockey  

2.6 

3 Alberico Park Pleasant St. Basketball, Playground 0.5 

4 Anderson Courts Pemberton St. Tennis 1.6 
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 PARK NAME LOCATION USE SIZE (acres) 

5 Bergin Park Haskell St. Playground, Passive Use 1.1 

6 Cambridge Common Garden St. Playground, Soccer, 
Softball, Passive Use 

8.6 

7 Centanni Way 
added 1989 

Otis St. Passive Use 0.5 

8 Charles Park 
added 1988 

Rogers St. Passive Use 1.0 

9 Clarendon Ave. Playground Clarendon Ave. Playground, Passive Use 0.4 

10 Clement G. Morgan Park Columbia St. Basketball, Playground, 
Passive Use  

1.1 

11 Comeau Field Rindge Ave. Little League Baseball 2.3 

12 Cooper Park Hancock St. Playground, Water Play 0.2 

13 Corcoran Field  Upland Rd. Basketball, Playground, 
Softball 

2.7 

14 Corporal Burns Park Flagg St. Basketball, Playground, 
Street Hockey, Water 
Play, Passive Use 

1.3 

15 Costa Lopez Taylor Park Third St. Basketball, Playground, 
Passive Use 

0.8 

16 Dana Park Magazine St. Basketball, Playground, 
Tot Lot, Passive Use 

1.4 

17 Danehy Park 
added 1990 

Garden St. Exercise Circuit, 
Softball, Soccer, 
Playground, Passive 
Use, Water Play 

49 

18 David Nunes Park Brookline St. Basketball, Street 
Hockey, Playground, 
Passive Use  

0.9 

19 Donnelly Field (Frisoli Youth 
Center) 

Cambridge St. Little League Baseball, 
Basketball, Indoor 
Center, Playground, 
Softball 

7.2 

20 Elm/Hampshire Plaza Hampshire St. Passive Use 0.3 

21 Father Callahan Playground 
(Tobin School) 

Concord St. Little League Baseball, 
Indoor Center, Baseball, 
Playground 

3.3 

City of Cambridge - Open Space and Recreation Plan 2003-2008 Page 49 of 99 
Update: March, 2005 / Approved: July, 2005 



 PARK NAME LOCATION USE SIZE (acres) 

22 Flagstaff Park Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Passive Use 1.2 

23 Fort Washington Park Waverly St. Passive Use  1.0 

24 Franklin Street Park Franklin St. Passive Use 0.1 

25 Fresh Pond Reservation Fresh Pond 
Parkway 

Biking Paths, Jogging 
Paths, Passive Use 

89 

26 Front Park 
added 1985 

Cambridge 
Parkway 

Passive Use 1.0 

27 Fulmore Park Putnam Ave. Playground, Passive Use 0.4 

28 Gannett/ Warren Pals Park Marion St. Playground, Water Play 0.4 

29 Garden Street Glen / 
Roethlisberger Memorial Park  

added 1990 

Hazel St. Passive Use 1.3 

30 Gibbons Park Seagrave Rd. Playground, Passive Use 0.1 

31 Glacken Field  
(Fresh Pond Reservation) 

Huron Ave. Basketball, Playground, 
Soccer, Softball, Tennis, 
Passive Use 

2.1 

32 Gold Star Mothers Park Gore St. Basketball, Playground, 
Softball, Water Play 

3.6 

33 Gold Star Mothers Pool Berkshire St. Swimming 0.1 

34 Harvard Street Park Harvard St. Community Garden, 
Playground, Tennis, 
Passive Use 

1.0 

35 Hastings Square Brookline St. Passive Use 0.7 

36 Hoyt Field (Moore Youth 
Center) 

Montague St. Basketball, Playground, 
Softball, Tennis, 
Playground, Tot Lot, 
Water Play 

4.5 

37 Hurley Park Hurley St. Playground, Water Play 0.3 

38 Joan Lorenz Park Broadway Passive Use 2.9 

39 Kingsley Park  
(Fresh Pond Reservation) 

Fresh Pond 
Parkway 

Passive Use 9.8 

40 Larch Road Park Larch Rd. Basketball, Playground 0.1 
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 PARK NAME LOCATION USE SIZE (acres) 

41 Lechmere Canal Park 
added 1987 

Otis St. Playground, Passive Use 7.5 

42 Lindstrom Field (Morse 
School) 

Memorial Drive Little League Baseball, 
Basketball, Indoor 
Center, Playground 

1.4 

43 Linear Park 
added 1985 

Harvey St. Biking , Jogging, 
Passive Use 

4.0 

44 Longfellow Park Mount Auburn St. Passive Use 2.2 

45 Lopez Street Park Lopez St. Playground 0.1 

46 Lowell School Park Mount Auburn St. Basketball, Playground 0.5 

47 Maple Avenue Park Maple Ave. Playground 0.1 

48 Market Street Park Market St. Playground, Passive Use 0.1 

49 Mary Conlan Park Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Passive Use 0.3 

50 McMath Park Pemberton St. Community Garden, 
Passive Use 

0.5 

51 Pacific Street Open Space 
added 2003 

Pacific St. Soccer, Passive Use 1.4 

52 Paine Park St. Mary Rd. Basketball, Playground, 
Passive Use, Water Play 

0.4 

53 Pine Street Park Pine Street Water Play, Tot Lot 0.1 

54 Rafferty Park Griswold St. Basketball, Playground, 
Softball, Tennis 

2.3 

55 Reverend Williams Park Cedar St. Basketball, Playground, 
Passive Use, Water Play 

0.6 

56 Rindge Field (Gately Youth 
Center) 

Pemberton St. Baseball, Basketball 3.4 

57 Riverside Press Park River St. Basketball, Playground, 
Tennis, Passive Use, 
Water Play 

3.1 

58 Russell/Samp Field Clifton St. Football, Little League 
Baseball, Soccer 

10 

59 Sacramento Field Sacramento St. Basketball, Soccer, 
Softball 

1.2 
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 PARK NAME LOCATION USE SIZE (acres) 

60 Sennott Park (Area 4 Youth 
Center) 

Norfolk St. Indoor Center, 
Playground, Soccer, 
Softball, Basketball  

2.7 

61 Silva Park Cambridge St. Playground, Passive Use 0.3 

62 St. Peter's Field Sherman St. Baseball, Basketball, 
Playground, Softball 

7.0 

63 Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. 
Municipal Golf Course 

Huron Ave. Golf 50 

64 Wilder/Lee Park Lee St. Playground, Passive Use 0.2 

65 Winthrop Square Winthrop St. Passive Use 0.3 

66 Alewife Brook Reservation 
(Mass. DCR) 

Acorn Park Open Space 48 

67 Blair Pond (Mass. DCR) Flanders Rd. Passive Use 5.7 

68 Charles River Basin (Mass. 
DCR) 

Memorial Dr. / 
Cambridge Pkwy. 

Pedestrian/Bike Paths 73 

69 John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Park (Mass. DCR) 

Memorial Drive Passive Use 1 

70 Longfellow House (National 
Parks Service) 

Brattle St. Museum Site 1.9 

71 Lowell Park (Mass. DCR) Brattle St. Passive Use 3.2 

72 Magazine Beach (Mass. DCR) Memorial Drive Biking, Canoe Ramp, 
Jogging, Soccer, 
Softball, Swimming, 
Passive Use, Water Play 

24 (included 
in Charles 

River Basin) 

73 McCrehan Memorial Pool 
(Mass. DCR) 

Rindge Ave. Swimming 1.7 

74 Memorial Drive Tot Lot (Mass. 
DCR) 

Memorial Drive Playground 3.6 

75 Riverbend Park (Mass. DCR) Memorial Dr. Pedestrian/Bike Paths 15 (included 
in Charles 

River Basin) 

76 Simoni Memorial Rink (Mass. 
DCR) 

Gore St. Skating Rink 1.3 

77 Veterans Memorial Pool (Mass. 
DCR) 

Memorial Dr. Swimming 0.2 
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 SCHOOL NAME LOCATION USES (IF APPLICABLE) 

78 Baldwin School Sacramento St. (see Agassiz/Alden Park) 

79 Cambridge Rindge & Latin 
School / War Memorial 

Broadway Indoor Center, Playground, Swimming, Tennis  

80 Cambridgeport School Elm St. Basketball, Playground, Tot Lot  

81 Fletcher/Maynard Academy Windsor St. Playground 

82 Graham and Parks School Linnaean St. Playground 

83 Haggerty School Cushing St. School, Playground 

84 Kennedy/Longfellow School Spring St. Playground, Water Play 

85 King School Putnam Ave. Basketball, Indoor Center, Playground, Tot Lot, 
Water Play 

86 King Open School  Cambridge St. (see Donnelly Field) 

87 Morse School  Granite St. (see Lindstrom Field) 

88 Peabody School Walker St. Basketball, Indoor Center, Playground 

89 Tobin School Vassal Ln. Tot Lot (also see Father Callahan Playground) 
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This map shows the locations of parks and other public spaces in Cambridge that offer a variety of
recreational resources to the public. For information on activities programming at city-owned parks,
please contact the Department of Human Service Programs at 617-349-6200 / 617-492-0235 TTY.

For information on facility maintenance at city-owned parks, please contact the Department of
Public Works at 617-349-6434 / 617-349-4805 TTY.
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Cambridge, Massachusetts

Community Development Department 
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Public Parks, Playgrounds, and Reservations City of Cambridge, Massachusetts

Agency

For information, contact the 
Conservation Commission at
617-349-4680.
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Athletics Uses
For permit information, contact 
DHSP-Recreation at 617-349-6238

Name Location

The City of Cambridge does not discriminate on the basis of 
disability, and has strived to ensure that its recreational programs and 
facilities are accessible to all.  For more information, contact the 
Cambridge Commission for Persons with Disabilities at
617-349-6297 voice / 617-492-0235 TTY.
http://www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2/disabilities.cfm

ACCESSIBILITY NOTICE
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Community Garden

Athletics Uses
For permit information, contact 
DHSP-Recreation at 617-349-6238

For information, contact the 
Conservation Commission at
617-349-4680.

Regular hours-  dawn to dusk, year-round
Dawn to dusk, extended to 10:00PM Apr. 1-Oct. 31
Dawn to 11:00PM, year-round
Lighted playing fields open until 10:30PM or 11:00PM
Call managing agency for hours (see list below)

Reg:
Ext'd:
Late:

Fields:
Call:

HoursHours
1 Agassiz/Alden Park Oxford St at Sacramento St DPW Reg
2 Ahern Field Fulkerson St at Charles St Street Hockey DPW Ext'd
3 Alberico Park Pleasant St at Allston St DPW Ext'd
4 Anderson Courts Pemberton St at Yerxa Rd DPW Ext'd
5 Bergin Park Pemberton St at Haskell St DPW Ext'd
6 Cambridge Common Garden St at Waterhouse DPW Ext'd
7 Centanni Way Third St at Otis St DPW Ext'd
8 Charles Park Land Blvd at Rogers St DPW Ext'd
9 Clarendon Avenue Playground Mass Ave at Clarendon Ave DPW Ext'd

10 Clement G Morgan Park Columbia St at Washington St DPW Ext'd
11 Comeau Field Rindge Ave DPW Ext'd
12 Cooper Park Hancock St at Centre St DPW Reg
13 Corcoran Field Upland Rd at Raymond St DPW Ext'd
14 Corporal Burns Park Memorial Dr at Flagg St Street Hockey DPW Ext'd
15 Costa Lopez Taylor Park Charles St at Lopez Ave DPW Ext'd
16 Dana Park Magazine St at McTernan St DPW Late
17 Danehy Park Garden St Track DHSP Ext'd
18 David Nunes Park Brookline St at Allston St Street Hockey DPW Ext'd
19 Donnelly Field Berkshire St at York St DPW Fields
20 Elm/Hampshire Plaza Hampshire St at Elm St DPW Reg
21 Father Callahan Playground Concord Ave at Alpine St DPW Ext'd
22 Flagstaff Park Mass Ave at Garden St DPW Ext'd
23 Fort Washington Park Waverly St DPW Ext'd
24 Franklin Street Park Franklin St at Bay St DPW Reg
25 Fresh Pond Reservation Concord Ave CWD Reg
26 Front Park Cambridge Parkway DPW Ext'd
27 Fulmore Park Sidney St at Putnam Ave DPW Ext'd
28 Gannett/Warren Pals Park Jefferson St DPW Reg
29 Garden Street Glen/Roethlisberger Memorial Park Garden St DHSP Ext'd
30 Gibbons Park Columbus Ave at Kimball St DPW Reg
31 Glacken Field Huron Ave at Holworthy St DPW Ext'd
32 Gold Star Mothers Park Gore St at Sixth St DPW Ext'd
33 Gold Star Mothers Pool Cambridge St at Berkshire St Swimming (s) DHSP Call
34 Harvard Street Park Harvard St at Clark St DPW Ext'd
35 Hastings Square Brookline St at Henry St DPW Ext'd
36 Hoyt Field Western Ave at Howard St DPW Fields
37 Hurley Park Hurley St at Fourth St DPW Reg
38 Joan Lorentz Park Broadway at Ellery St DPW Ext'd
39 Kingsley Park Fresh Pond Parkway DPW Ext'd
40 Larch Road Park Larch Rd DPW Reg
41 Lechmere Canal Park First St at Otis St DPW Ext'd
42 Lindstrom Field Brookline St at Granite St DPW Ext'd
43 Linear Park Davis Sq to Russell Field DPW Ext'd
44 Longfellow Park Mount Auburn St at Willard St DPW Ext'd
45 Lopez Street Park Lopez St DPW Reg
46 Lowell School Park Mount Auburn St at Lowell St DPW Ext'd
47 Maple Avenue Park Maple Ave at Marie Ave DPW Reg

48 Market Street Park Market St at Bristol St DPW Reg
49 Mary Connolly Park Mass Ave at Waterhouse DPW Reg
50 McMath Park Pemberton St at Haskell St DPW Ext'd
51 Pacific Street Open Space Pacific St at Sidney St DPW Ext'd
52 Paine Park Amory St at St Mary Rd DPW Reg
53 Pine Street Park School St at Pine St DPW Reg
54 Rafferty Park Griswold St DPW Ext'd
55 Reverend Williams Park Dudley St at Cedar St DPW Ext'd
56 Rindge Field Pemberton St at Yerxa Rd DPW Ext'd
57 Riverside Press Park Memorial Dr at River St DPW Ext'd
58 Russell/Samp Field Clifton St at Dudley St Football DPW Ext'd
59 Sacramento Field Sacramento St DPW Ext'd
60 Sennott Park Broadway at Norfolk St DPW Ext'd
61 Silva Park Otis St at Fourth St DPW Reg
62 St Peter's Field Sherman St DHSP Fields
63 Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Municipal Golf Course Huron Ave Golf DHSP Call
64 Wilder-Lee Park Lee St at West St DPW Reg
65 Winthrop Square JFK St at Winthrop St DPW Reg

66 Alewife Brook Reservation Cambridgepark Dr DCR Call
67 Blair Pond Flanders Rd DCR Call
68 Charles River Basin Memorial Dr/Cambridge Pkwy DCR Call
69 John F Kennedy Memorial Park Memorial Dr at JFK St DCR Call
70 Longfellow House Brattle St near Longfellow Park NPS Call
71 Lowell Park Brattle St at Fresh Pond Pkwy DCR Call
72 Magazine Beach Memorial Dr at Magazine St DCR Call
73 McCrehan Memorial Pool Rindge Ave at Clifton St Swimming (s) DCR Call
74 Memorial Drive Tot Lot Mt Auburn St near Memorial Dr DCR Call
75 Riverbend Park Memorial Dr from Eliot Bridge to Western Ave DCR Call
76 Simoni Memorial Rink Gore St at Sixth St Ice Skating (s) DCR Call
77 Veterans Memorial Pool Memorial Dr at Magazine St Swimming (s) DCR Call

78 Baldwin School (see Agassiz/Alden Park) 28 Sacramento St DPW Reg
79 Cambridge Rindge & Latin School (see Joan Lorentz Park) 459 Broadway DPW Reg
80 Cambridgeport School 89 Elm St DPW Reg
81 Fletcher/Maynard Academy 225 Windsor St DPW Reg
82 Graham and Parks School 44 Linnaean St DPW Reg
83 Haggerty School 110 Cushing St DPW Reg
84 Kennedy/Longfellow School (see Ahern Field) 158 Spring St DPW Reg
85 King School 100 Putnam Ave DPW Reg
86 King Open School (see Donnelly Field) 850 Cambridge St DPW Reg
87 Morse School (see Lindstrom Field) 40 Granite St DPW Reg
88 Peabody School (see Rindge Field) 70 Rindge Ave DPW Reg
89 Tobin School 197 Vassal Ln DPW Reg

Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. Municipal Golf Course: 617-349-6282

DPW:  Cambridge Department of Public Works

http://www.cambridgema.gov/theworks

DHSP:  Cambridge Department of Human Service Programs

http://www.cambridgema.gov/DHSP2

CWD:  Cambridge Water Department

http://www.cambridgema.gov/CWD

DCR:  Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation

http://www.mass.gov/dcr

NPS:  US National Park Service

http://www.nps.gov
Athletic Field Permits: 617-349-6238
Danehy Park: 617-349-4895

24-Hour Operations Center: 617-349-4800 / 617-349-4805 TTY

Charles River and Alewife Brook Reservation Areas: 617-626-1413
Athletic Fields, Skating Rinks, Pools: 617-727-4708
Lowell Park: 617-626-1413

Fresh Pond Reservation: 617-349-4793 Longfellow House: 617-876-4491

AGENCIES AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Gold Star Mothers Pool: 617-349-6310



SECTION 6  COMMUNITY GOALS 

A. Description of Process:  Open Space Planning in Cambridge 

PLANNING PROCESSES 

The City of Cambridge has a tradition of active citizenry who express their opinions through a 
variety of public fora, including meetings and committees related to open space issues.  The 
City encourages residents to engage in discourse with elected officials, staff, and each other in 
order to come as close as possible to consensus about important issues.  Indeed, these types of 
processes have strongly informed this open space plan. 

Described below are the most significant open space and recreation planning processes that 
have taken place in the city since the 1994 Open Space and Recreation Plan was approved.  
These are listed in chronological order, starting with the most recent. 

2002 Open Space and Recreation Telephone Survey 

The City recognizes that many residents choose not to attend public meetings.  Whether it is 
because of work or family commitment, lack of interest or comfort, or just a feeling that their 
opinion does not matter, some residents do not often directly express their opinion on civic 
issues.  Because the opinions of all residents are important when making open space and 
recreation public policy, the City has endeavored to reach a representative group of residents 
through the use of a telephone survey. 

In Spring 2002, the City of Cambridge hired Atlantic Research and Consulting to conduct a 
survey of Cambridge residents regarding their opinions on issues related to open space and 
recreation.  The goal of this research was to produce a statistically reliable survey that would: 

• Identify key issues facing the city; 

• Understand park use and satisfaction among residents of various age groups; 

• Analyze the gap between the importance of park resources versus how well the City of 
Cambridge provides these resources; and, 

• Learn how residents would like to see funding for open space and recreation distributed. 

All surveys were conducted by telephone between June 18 and June 28, 2002.  In all, 381 
interviews were completed with Cambridge residents aged 18 or over.  The sample for the 
survey was generated using a random digit dial program.  The overall results of the survey can 
be interpreted at a 95% confidence level with a + or - 5% margin of error.  Data was slightly 
weighted to accurately represent the income distributions found in the latest Census data.  The 
results of this survey were important in establishing Section 7B Community Needs. 

2004 Citizens Opinion Survey 

The city conducted a telephone survey in which residents were asked to rate their satisfaction 
on a wide range of city services and general quality of life issues.  The results of this survey 
provide some basic information on residents’ satisfaction with the open space system.  About 
89% of respondents said that they have visited a park at least once over the course of the year, 
with about 54% having made at least 13 visits.  About 60% of respondents rated the open space 
and recreation opportunities in Cambridge as “excellent” or “good,” and 82% rated 
Cambridge’s parks and park maintenance as “excellent” or “good.” 
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Community Preservation Act 

While not as critical in formulating this plan, the Community Preservation Act (CPA) will be a 
very significant factor in open space planning in upcoming years.  The voters of Cambridge 
approved the CPA in November of 2001.  In so doing, the City will raise an anticipated $4.5 
million in both FY2002 and FY2003, as well as leverage an estimated $4.5 million in matching 
state funds in FY2003, for a total of $13.5 million during the next couple years. 

In March of 2002, the City Manager appointed a committee to determine the allocation of this 
money.  The Committee held a public hearing on April 22, 2002.  The most pressing need 
identified by the committee, by those in attendance at the public hearing, and reflected in the 
telephone survey, is that of more affordable housing.  For this reason, and because of the high 
land acquisition and development costs faced by affordable housing developers, 80% of the 
CPA funding was allocated toward affordable housing, with 10% allocated to historic 
preservation and open space respectively. 

Report of the Green Ribbon Open Space Committee 

Seeking a systematic approach to open space acquisition decisions, the City-Manager 
appointed a 17-member Green Ribbon Open Space Committee in February, 1999 to develop 
criteria for expanding and improving the city's open space system.  They began work with 
detailed discussions of the existing use and distribution of parks and of their visions for the 
future of the Cambridge open space system.  Various experts presented information on the 
following pertinent topics: 

• Demographic information, including maps showing the city's population density, 
income distribution, age structure, and distribution of children from elementary through 
high-school age; 

• Current open space and park use according to park and school programs; and 

• Recreation needs, adequacy of available fields for programmed uses and league sports, 
and projected recreation activities that would continue to increase in popularity. 

They inventoried different park types and identified areas that do not have access to each park 
type.  They also conducted a mapping analysis of the amount of public open space within 1/4 
mile of every 1,000 people.  This map (attached) led to three key observations: 

• The larger Central Square neighborhood, including upper Cambridgeport, Area Four, 
Mid-Cambridge, and eastern Riverside, is one of the areas with the least public open 
space within ¼ mile per 1,000 residents. 

• Much of the Porter Square area has no public open space within a 1/4 mile. 

• Areas with a more generous four or more acres of public open space within ¼ mile per 
1,000 population exist near Danehy Park, Fresh Pond Reservation, and along the 
Charles River. 

Using all of this information, the committee determined areas of need for each park type and 
then determined top priorities among those areas [note: park types are defined using National 
Recreation and Parks Association Guidelines].  When determining priorities the committee 
gave preference to areas with: 

• Low and moderate-income households; 
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• Relatively fewer acres of open space within ¼ mile per 1,000 residents; 

• Smaller than average residential lot sizes; and 

• A higher density of children. 

The committee also inventoried park uses and identified uses that are or are expected to be 
underserved based on planned programming.  Using information about current and future 
recreation programming, committee resources, and maps to locate where recreational activities 
occur in Cambridge, the committee also recommended priorities with respect to park use. 

The committee recommendations form one component of the Community Needs section of this 
report, Section 7B.  It is worth noting here that the recommendation of the Green Ribbon Open 
Space Committee have already begun to be implemented, with the acquisition of a parcel at 238 
Broadway which will serve to expand an existing tot lot and green area into a neighborhood 
park and to create a play yard for students at the Cambridge Elementary Schools’ Fletcher-
Maynard Academy. 

Neighborhood Studies 

During the 1980s, the City of Cambridge (along with the surrounding region), witnessed a 
wave of commercial growth and economic development.  This growth expanded the City’s tax 
base and created new jobs and opportunities for residents.  While many residents welcomed 
this prosperity, it also brought about an increasing awareness of issues that are of concern to 
neighborhood residents: increased building density, traffic congestion and parking problems, 
the rising cost of housing, inadequate open space, and the threat to neighborhood character and 
quality of life. 

Since 1988, the Community Development Department (CDD), through its neighborhood 
planning program, has conducted comprehensive studies in ten of the city’s neighborhoods.  
The object of the neighborhood studies is to identify major planning opportunities through a 
joint effort between CDD and a citizen committee appointed by the City Manager.  Through 
this collaborative effort, the goal is to analyze the present situation in the neighborhood and 
make recommendation for a course of action.  Recommendations address such issues as traffic 
and parking, housing affordability and homeownership, neighborhood commercial areas and 
employment, open space and parks, and rezoning for areas that are inappropriately zoned.  As 
part of each neighborhood study, CDD collects data on demographic changes since 1980, as 
well as changes in housing markets, land use, and development potential in each neighborhood. 

For each study, the City Manager appoints a committee of neighborhood residents, small 
business owners, and civic leaders, as well as staff from CDD, to review the data, identify 
problems that exist in the neighborhood, and make recommendations as to how to resolve 
these problems.  Where appropriate, the recommendations are incorporated into the work 
programs of City departments for implementation; in some cases, this implementation takes 
place over a short period of time, in others it is part of long-term strategic planning.  The City 
has also begun a policy of updating neighborhood studies, with the goal of each 
neighborhood being evaluated every three years to keep recommendations current. 

Because these detailed, neighborhood-specific recommendations serve as the backbone of the 
City’s planning program, they were given special weight in formulating this open space plan. 
 A portion of Section 7B, Community Needs, and Section 8, Goals and Objectives, is from 
the neighborhood studies and their ongoing updates. 
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The Cambridge Zoning Ordinance 

The Cambridge Zoning Ordinance contains a variety of mechanisms to encourage of require 
the development of open space.  All residential districts have minimum requirements for 
permeable open space.  While these requirements do not create public open space, they enhance 
the appearance and environmental quality of neighborhoods, while helping to alleviate some of 
the problems associated with stormwater runoff on impervious surface.  Open space is required 
for commercial developments within the high-density C-2 and C-3 for any project over 20,000 
feet (even those development that are as-of-right). 

Commercial districts do not have any universal open space requirements, but any project that 
goes through the PUD process is likely to have some component of open space required, often 
public, as part of stormwater management requirements.  In addition, through project review, 
project between 25,000 and 50,000 square feet there are standards for open space.  Projects 
above 50,000 square feet require a special permit.  This special permit process requires 
developers to meet a series of urban design guideline, which often include creating open space. 

Throughout the years, the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance has resulted in a great deal of open 
space, especially in East Cambridge, Lechmere Canal, and soon in North Point. 

Park Renovations 

Beyond routine maintenance, the City conducts several total park renovation projects each year. 
 These renovations, planned by the professional landscape architect on the CDD staff, involve 
collaboration between neighborhood residents and numerous city departments (DPW, 
Recreation, Police, Electrical, and others) to ensure the best product possible.  In addition, the 
Cambridge One-Percent for Arts program requires that one percent of the budget in any capital 
improvement project is set aside for public art.  This program, administered by the Cambridge 
Arts Council, adds a unique element to park improvement projects. 

All park renovations have a public participation component.  An average renovation might have 
two or three public meetings, while a larger project might have a dozen meetings with various 
interested parties.  The role of the public in these processes is to provide staff with local 
knowledge about how the park is used, what has been successful and unsuccessful, and what 
potential future uses are desired.  These meetings not only provide information for specific 
renovations, but they also keep staff informed of issues affecting the city’s many 
neighborhoods. 

The City has worked to create unique parks that serve a variety of purposes.  These have 
included the incorporation of new type of play structures, water play features, community 
gardens, and public art work.  All of these features serve to make the park system something 
residents of Cambridge can be proud of. 

B. Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals 

The Cambridge City Council, the policy-setting and legislative branch of the city, authorizes 
public improvements and expenditures, adopts regulations and ordinances, levies taxes, and 
adopts the annual budget.  As one of their guiding goals for FY2002 they established that “a 
healthy environment” is an important community value, and pledged to: 

- Support responsible preservation and maintenance of our existing open space while 
striving to expand our inventory, particularly in areas of the community where it is 
needed most. 
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This overarching theme extends to the specific actions of the Executive Departments.  As the 
City’s Chief Executive Officer, the City Manager provides leadership to and administration of 
all departments and services.  The City Manager’s FY2002 Key Implementation Goals include: 

- Continue open space improvements in Cambridge neighborhoods; 

- Effectively maintain parks, playground, squares and plazas, and fully implement a 
program of arbor culture; 

- Work to acquire additional open space in the eastern part of the City; 

- Continue to work to protect natural resources. 

SECTION 7 ANALYSIS OF NEEDS 

A. Summary of Resource Protection Needs 

As indicated in Section 4, Environmental Inventory, the major environmental resources in 
Cambridge include the Alewife Reservation, the Charles River Reservation, and the Fresh Pond 
Reservation.  All of these are permanently protected as open space, but each has aspects that 
could stand to be improved. 

Both Alewife and the Charles River are held by the Massachusetts Department of Conservation 
and Recreation (DCR).  The former is going through the initial stages of a planning process, 
while the latter has a recently completed master plan.  Both of these processes contain a public 
participation component.  It is important that Cambridge be supportive of the identified goals of 
the community and the DCR as it works to implement these plans.  At times there will be 
opportunities for the City to play a more active role in enhancing a DCR property, such as the 
Magazine Beach joint management agreement.  Through this agreement, the City is funding 
certain improvements to Magazine Beach in exchange for priority scheduling. 

While not the key decision-maker in Alewife or on the Charles, the City holds primary 
responsibility for the upkeep of the Fresh Pond Reservation, for which a detailed Master Plan 
was completed in 2000.  This 18-member committee adopted the following their guiding vision 
statement for Fresh Pond [excerpted]: 

The Fresh Pond Master Plan expresses the vital importance of protecting and enhancing 
both the water quality of Fresh Pond and its open space and naturalistic character.  The 
Plan embodies a vision and sets framework for the preservation of water quality, 
recreational open space, natural green spaces, wildlife habitat, and a refuge from urban 
life.  

The resulting plan set policies for Land-Use, Access, Recreation, Public Facilities and Services, 
and Education, as well as recommendations for implementation.  Major recommendations are 
listed in Section 8, Goals and Objectives, of this report. 

B. Summary of Community’s Needs 

These community needs were identified through the recent Cambridge Open Space and 
Recreation Telephone Survey, the recent City Manager Survey of City Services, and the Report 
of the Green Ribbon Open Space Committee.  Each of these processes is described in detail in 
Section 6A of this report, Description of the Process. 
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GENERAL COMMUNITY NEEDS 

(From the 2002 Open Space and Recreation Survey and the 2003 City Manager Survey of City 
Services) 

When asked to rate the importance of specific park functions, four out of five respondents 
reported that it is very or somewhat important to have a park to beautify their neighborhoods 
and for environmental benefits.  In addition, when asked what aspects of the Cambridge park 
system they value most, one-third mention the greenery, nature, or open space. 

Respondents were asked to rate both the importance of and their satisfaction with a variety of 
park functions.  Cambridge residents rated such benefits as ‘beautifying the neighborhood’ and 
‘environmental benefits’ were rated as the most important park functions.  When asked to rate 
what park functions they are most satisfied with, residents give the highest ratings to being able 
to pass or walk through the parks, the ability to engage in individual exercise, and that the parks 
beautify their neighborhood.  Residents report moderate levels of satisfaction with park 
maintenance.  When asked how Cambridge could best improve the park system, better 
maintenance was mentioned most frequently. 

Despite these concerns about maintenance issues, when asked about the allocation of additional 
resources, Cambridge residents clearly identify the two key areas where they feel additional 
park resources should be directed as the acquisition of new land for parks and improving 
existing park resources.  Only 8% feel additional resources should be used to improve facility 
maintenance.  

Although the strong majority of Cambridge residents report they feel safe walking in 
Cambridge parks during the day, only one-quarter feel safe in the evening. Men are 
significantly more likely than women to report they feel safe walking alone both during the day 
and at night. 

In general, residents are satisfied that Cambridge parks meet the needs of individuals of all age 
groups.  The highest reported levels of satisfaction are with how well Cambridge Parks meet 
the needs of toddlers.   

The majority Cambridge residents report the most effective means of communication with them 
regarding recreation issues are traditional paper methods, such as mailing, flyers or posters and 
email.    

(Incorporate info from City Manager Survey) 

These Community Needs determined through this telephone were used to help formulate some 
of the Goals and Objectives cited in Section 8. 

ACQUISITION NEEDS/ FIVE-YEAR ACTION PLAN 

The following priorities for acquisition were identified in the Report of the Green Ribbon Open 
Space Committee.  Wherever feasible, the City's open space acquisitions should help address 
the need for the following actions. 

# Acquisition Priority Timeframe Progress to Date 

1 Tot lots in the North Prospect 
Street and Porter Square Areas. 

Long-term  

2 Neighborhood parks in Area 4/ 
Sennott Park area, Central 

Area 4/ 
Sennott Park: 

Area 4/ Sennott Park:  The City has 
acquired the 238 Broadway parcel in 
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Square, Porter Square, Prospect 
Street. 

Short-term 

 

Others:  

Long-term 

order to create a neighborhood 
park. 

 

3 School parks at Fletcher-Maynard 
Academy, Graham and Parks 
Elementary, and Longfellow 
Elementary. 

Completed - Fletcher-Maynard has a newly 
renovated school yard, and is within 
one-block of the soon-to-be 
completed 238 Broadway park 
expansion. 
- Graham and Parks Elementary 
School will be closed as part of the 
school contraction process. 

- Longfellow School has a recently 
renovated tot lot, and is one block 
away from Wilder Playground. 

4 Community parks in Area 4/ 
Sennott Park area, Mid-
Cambridge, Porter Square/ 
Northern Agassiz, and Upper 
Cambridgeport. 

  

5 The conversion of the Grand 
Junction Railway Pathway into a 
bike path, a direct connection 
between Fresh Pond Reservation 
and Linear Park, and advocacy for 
a rail and trail conversion of an 
older railroad line through 
Somerville that connects North 
Point and Linear Park at Cedar 
Street. 

  

6 Three to four multipurpose fields 
that would accommodate soccer, 
field hockey, and lacrosse 
equally.  If possible, these fields 
should be located in the eastern 
half of Cambridge. 

  

7 The creation of on additional 
full-sized high school baseball 
field. 

  

8 More emphasis on passive uses 
throughout the city.  If well-
designed, such uses can be 
accommodated in small spaces. 

  

 

C. Summary of Management Needs 

The City and the DCR control the largest portions of open space within the Cambridge.  Some 
private open space also serves a semi-public benefit (whether through just beautifying an area 
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or being accessible for public use.  The City’s management strategy varies depending on its 
relationship to the space. 

For City-controlled open spaces, it is important that the many agencies involved in the 
procurement, design, development, maintenance, and programming of these spaces 
communicate well.  The City has a staff Open Space Committee that discusses open space 
policy issues and specific projects.  This committee includes representatives from the City 
Manager’s Office, CDD, DPW, Recreation, Water Department, and Conservation Commission.  

As described under Resource Protection needs, the City should support the efforts of the MDC 
(now DCR) as it begins master planning for Alewife Reservation and works to implement the 
Master Plan for the Charles River Basin.  The City will also continue its work with the DCR on 
the renovation of Magazine Beach per their joint management agreement. 

Finally, the City works with developers to encourage the creation of open space in private 
development.  This occurs through the requirements described in Section 6A, Planning Process. 
 The City should continue to encourage private development that serves a public benefit 
wherever possible. 
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SECTION 8 GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
The 2004 open space goals and objectives for the City of Cambridge are based on 
recommendations and discussions from several sources, including the 2002 Open Space and 
Recreation Telephone Survey, the Open Space Committee, the Green Ribbon Open Space 
Committee, the Fresh Pond Advisory Committee, and the open space recommendations of 
neighborhood studies and neighborhood study updates throughout Cambridge.      

 

A. General Goals and Objectives 
The following goals and objectives are derived from the 2002 Open Space and Recreation 
Telephone Survey (described under Section 6A, Planning Process).  More detailed results are 
shown in Appendix A. 

1. The most important park functions cited by Cambridge residents were environmental 
benefits and neighborhood beautification.  The City should work to ensure that parks 
meet resident expectations for these functions. 

2. Residents’ open space and recreation needs vary based on their gender, age, household 
composition, and place of residence.  The City should seek to meet a wide variety of 
needs in its open space planning 

3. While residents are satisfied with park maintenance overall, it was cited as an area that 
could stand improvement.  Therefore, the City should investigate how to improve park 
maintenance.  In order to effectively do this, more information must be gathered about 
the standard by which parks are judged, and whether the City will have a direct role in 
improving maintenance, or an indirect role (as is the case with DCR property).  The City 
should support the DCR as it tries to improve maintenance of its properties. 

4. The most important area for resource allocation for residents is for the acquisition of new 
parks.  The City should seek opportunities to acquire new open space wherever possible. 

5. The City should explore ways to make its parks feel safer, especially in the evening and 
especially for women. 

6. The City should pursue the most effective means of communication possible with 
residents, which include mailings, e-mail, posting on the website, and newspapers. 
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B. Management Goals and Objectives 

The Staff Open Space Committee consists of representatives from the City departments most 
directly involved in creating and maintaining public open space and established the following 
goals and objectives. The Committee felt it was important to develop a long-term vision as well 
as specific action items to help achieve this vision. 

 

Overall Vision 

Develop the most innovative parks and recreation system anywhere in the country. 

The City should develop more creative active and passive parks, creating more innovative 
opportunities for children, youth, and adults.  These innovative opportunities could include skate 
parks, adventure playgrounds, recreation facilities that are inclusive of people with disabilities 
(e.g. bank shot facilities), climbing walls, and children’s gardens, among other things. 

 
Specific Objectives 

1. Develop an Adopt a Park Program. 
Investigate the potential to bring neighborhood volunteers, City departments, and private 
sources of funding together to improve existing open spaces.  

2. Identify and maximize small, under-utilized open spaces. 
The City should develop “mini-parks” or gardens throughout the City by using left over 
parcels of city property, traffic islands, and extra wide sidewalk spaces.  Identify sites 
throughout the city and prioritize based on previous planning studies, estimated renovation 
cost, and geographic distribution. 

3. Ensure that all open space projects conducted by outside contractors meet City 
departments’ standards. 
These projects include: streetscapes, traffic islands, mini parks, as well as traditional park 
projects.  Determine the best method for meeting these standards.  

4. Establish systems for tracking City open space goals and objectives.  
Incorporate reasonable and specific items into work plans.  Update and if necessary 
assemble relevant studies.  Investigate methods of sharing information.  Develop system for 
implementation into work plans. 

5. Urban Forestry {TO BE COMPLETED} 

6. Recreation {TO BE COMPLETED} 

7. Promote Universal design and access for persons with disabilities   
Prioritize outstanding open space locations and issues from the 1995 ADA Self-Evaluation 
and Transition Plan 

8. Continue to evaluate and improve the structure of the staff Open Space Committee. 
Explore the creation a working committee of staff that meets regularly, and is accountable 
for progress updates on specific and reasonable goals and objectives to the larger 
committee.  
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9. Develop online and print resources to inform residents about the Cambridge Parks system. 
This could include interactive maps, easily searchable databases, relevant contact 
information, user permits, sign up sheets, and photographs.   

10. Explore the creation and implementation of a comprehensive City Beautification Plan. 

 

C. Acquisition Goals and Objectives 

The Green Ribbon Committee developed the following recommendations: 

# Recommendation Summary 

1 Establish a permanent committee dedicated to providing advice on open space 
acquisition and enhancement. 

2 Form or closely affiliate with an open space non-profit to facilitate open space 
acquisition. 

3 Expand resources for open space enhancement, maintenance, and design, with a focus 
on facilities in priority areas and for priority uses (listed under “Acquisition Needs” on 
page 39 of this document). 

4 Continue the city's effort to improve access to open space. 

5 Incorporate review of open space into the permitting process for large development 
projects. 

 

D. Natural Resources Goals and Objectives 

The Fresh Pond Advisory Committee developed the following recommendations: 

# Recommendation Summary 

1 Adoption, implementation, and sufficient funding of integrated, ecological resource 
management and maintenance policies and practices throughout the Reservation to 
repair and protect its natural resources. 

2 Implementation of resource usage policies-- consistent with protection of the City's 
water supply-- that offer broad and wide enjoyment by the public. 

3 Adoption of the Master Plan Land Use Policy. 

4 Creation of a Fresh Pond Master Plan Advisory Board of residents and City officials to 
assist City agencies, boards, commissions, and committees in administering the Master 
Plan. 

5 Addition of Water Department positions under the supervision of the Watershed Manager 
to implement the Master Plan; these include a reservation site supervisor, an assistant 
site supervisor, a watershed protection technician, and an additional ranger. 

6 An education effort that engages and precisely informs user of conditions and 
opportunities at the Reservation in a timely fashion that solicits user involvement. 
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E. Neighborhood Goals and Objectives/ Five-Year Action Plan 
{In Progress} 

The following open space recommendations are summarized from individual neighborhood 
studies, and any update processes.  Please note that the “Study Committee” mentioned in the 
following recommendations refers to the neighborhood study committee for each 
neighborhood.   

AGASSIZ NEIGHBORHOOD STUDY OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS  
(Original study completed in 2003) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 

1 The City of Cambridge should work 
with the Massachusetts Bay Transit 
Authority to explore the feasibility 
of constructing a park over the 
commuter rail line adjacent to the 
Porter Square T stop. 

  

2 The City of Cambridge should 
pursue the open space preservation 
funds available through the 
Community Preservation Act. 

During FY02, $450,000 of CPA revenues 
was earmarked for open space. In addition, 
in FY03 $900,000 in CPA revenues are 
earmarked for open space.  The Community 
Preservation Fund Committee will be making 
their recommendations on the use of the 
FY04 CPA revenues of approximately $4.8 
million during the upcoming months. In 
addition to the CPA funds raised locally, the 
City projects approximately $5 million in 
state matching funds to be made available in 
October 2003.  Appropriation of these funds, 
as well additional funds received in FY02 
and FY03, will be recommended by that 
Committee, whose recommendation will then 
be forwarded to the City Council for 
appropriation in the coming months. 

 

 

3 The Committee recommends an 
enhanced passive recreational use 
of Sacramento Field. 

  

4 The Committee recommends the 
City of Cambridge consider 
renaming Sacramento Field to 
Sacramento Park. 

No progress to date  

5 The Committee recommends new 
signage be placed at the main 
entrance to Sacramento Field on 
Sacramento Street. 

To be completed in Spring 2003  

6 The recently re-opened second 
public access route to Sacramento 
Field/Park should be maintained. 

No progress to date.  

7 The City of Cambridge should   
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
encourage Harvard University to 
incorporate publicly accessible open 
space on Oxford Street/Divinity 
school property. 

8 The Committee requests that 
Harvard University landscape the 
existing parking lot on Oxford 
Street once underground parking is 
constructed. 

  

 

AREA FOUR NEIGHBORHOOD STUDY OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1994 --- Update in Progress) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
1 Allocate more funds towards park 

maintenance. 
The committee supports the 
allocation of more City resources 
towards park maintenance. The 
community also recommends that a 
service contract be attached to all 
park renovation projects in the 
neighborhood. 

The organizational structure of the DPW 
Parks Department has changed in recent 
years to include new specialized staff 
positions, increased training and sector 
maintenance crews responsible for different 
districts of the City.  In addition, certain 
parks are maintained through a private 
maintenance contract.  

 

2 Renovate Harvard Street Park. 
The Committee strongly 
recommends that Harvard Street 
Park be renovated as a primary 
priority of the open space 
recommendations. 

Harvard Street Park was renovated in the 
mid-1990s.  Complete redesign is planned 
as part of the 238 Broadway acquisition. 

 

3 Upgrade Area Four Community 
Garden on Broadway. 
The Committee would like to see 
the garden on Broadway upgraded. 
The improvements should include 
attractive fencing around the 
garden, better design for the 
individual plots, and sidewalk 
improvements to Boardman Street, 
next to the garden. 

The Squirrel Brand acquisition project 
includes both affordable housing and a new 
public park that is part of the Area Four 
Open Space process.  The housing portion 
of the renovation has been completed, and 
construction on the park is expected to 
begin in fall 2003.  The park will include a 
public community garden component and 
passive open space. 

 

4 Design and Construct a Small 
Sitting Area in Sennott Park. 
 
The Committee recommends the 
design of a sitting area within 
Sennott Park. The sitting area is to 
be located on the part of the park 
next to Broadway and Norfolk 
Street, away from abutting houses. 
The Committee envisions such an 
area to be surrounded by small 
hedges for a sense of enclosure, and 
to include sitting benches and chess 

While this exact type of sitting area has not 
been created, Sennott Park has been 
periodically improved since this 
recommendation was made.  The tot lot has 
been renovated and the field is now used for 
youth soccer during the fall and spring.  
The pathway from the playground to the 
fields has been lined with benches. 
 
Through an allocation for water play 
improvements throughout the city, CDD has 
funds to add water play in Sennott Park.  
Community outreach on this matter was 

In looking at the 
possibility of the 
proposed seating area, 
a request was made for 
CDD to evaluate if 
changes could be 
made to improve the 
pedestrian flow on the 
sidewalk along this 
edge. 
 
In order to fund the 
proposed seating area 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
tables. conducted during summer 2003, with 

construction to be completed by fall 2003. 
at the corner of 
Broadway and Norfolk 
Street, CDD will 
petition for capital 
funding starting in 
FY05.  However, the 
possibility of 
obtaining this funding 
will depend upon the 
City’s financial 
situation.  CDD will 
also explore alternate 
means of funding. 

5 Plant a Shade Tree in the 
Hampshire/Elm Sitting Area. 
The sitting area is not in Area Four 
proper, but is located in the 
Wellington-Harrington 
neighborhood. The Committee 
suggests the Wellington-Harrington 
Study Committee consider 
recommending planting a shade tree 
in the sitting area. 

This shade tree was not planted because it 
would eliminate the existing ornamentals.  
However, DPW has improved the sitting 
area with new plantings and better 
maintenance. 

Both the Area Four and 
Wellington-Harrington 
Neighborhood Studies 
mention this site for 
renovation.  While it 
could be some time 
before funding is 
secured for this 
renovation, staff from 
Community 
Development will 
evaluate the potential 
cost and scope of the 
renovation. 
 
Once funding has been 
secured, a community 
process will take place 
to determine what 
types of uses are 
appropriate on the site 
and what features the 
neighborhood would 
like to see.  Other 
factors will influence 
the final design, 
including available 
funding, federal safety 
and accessibility 
standards, and the other 
types of open space 
amenities available 
within the 
neighborhood. 
 
CDD will evaluate this 
space for potential 
overall renovation 
during the upcoming 
year, to see if it is 
feasible to apply for 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
capital improvement 
funding during FY05. 

6 Explore the possibility of adding the 
following sites to the 
neighborhood’s open space system. 
206-210 Broadway 
164 Harvard Street 
197 Harvard Street 
All the sites are privately owned. 
The Committee felt that the vacant 
parcel at 165 Harvard Street was too 
small to be considered appropriate 
for housing. The Committee felt 
that 206-210 Broadway would be 
appropriate as open space. The 
Committee recommends that the 
Department of Public Works 
(DPW) should notify the owners 
about cleaning their property. If the 
owners fail to comply, DPW should 
clean the lots at the owners’ 
expense 

206-210 Broadway and 164 Harvard Street 
remain in private ownership. 
 
 

197 Harvard Street 
will be integrated into 
the Area Four Open 
Space process (as part 
of the 238 Broadway 
renovation). 

7 Schedule Street Trees for Periodic 
Trimming so that Tree Branches do 
not Obstruct Street Lights. 

Most trees are trimmed on a four-year cycle 
in Cambridge.  Area Four was pruned in 
2000, and will be pruned again in 2004.  
The City Arborist will evaluate potentially 
hazardous conditions on an individual basis, 
and can be reached at (617) 349-6433. 
 
Of the 12,000 street trees in Cambridge, 
approximately 700 are in Area Four.  The 
Urban Forestry Division of Public Works 
anticipated planting 27 new trees in Area 
Four by the close of FY2003. 

 

8 The City should continue the 
ongoing community process 
surrounding the Squirrel Brand 
open space.   
This space should continue to have 
a large community garden 
component, while at the same time 
including space for members of the 
public (especially youth) to interact 
and enjoy the site. 

The community process for the Squirrel 
Brand open space took place from May 
2002- May 2003.  The renovation is 
scheduled to begin during fall 2003.  
Roughly half the site will be community 
gardens, while the other half will include 
lawn and seating areas. 

 

9 While the final status of the 238 
Broadway site has yet to be 
determined, any open space on the 
site should reflect the plan 
developed through the community 
process. 

The future of the 238 Broadway site is still 
under discussion.  However, any open space 
on the site will be reflective of the plan 
developed during the community process. 

 

10 Parks should be designed to 
encourage safety and discourage 
illicit activity.  Existing parks 

During the planning process, CDD and 
other departments work to create parks that 
encourage safety and discourage illicit 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
should be continually monitored to 
ensure that they are clean, well-
maintained, safe, and being used for 
appropriate activities.  The parks 
can and should serve an important 
role in providing positive activities 
for youth. 

activity by meeting certain standards for 
lighting, emergency call boxes, and general 
site layout.  Once a park is completed, 
DPW works to maintain the space in order 
to discourage graffiti and litter from 
accumulating.  Through the recent creation 
of designated sector maintenance crews (see 
OS 1), 

11 The City should work to more 
effectively link youth educational 
and recreational organizations to 
existing park and recreation 
facilities.   
 
In order to do this, City departments 
concerned with these issues 
(including Community 
Development, Human Services, and 
Recreation) should conduct a 
comprehensive recreational needs 
analysis of local youth..  Increased 
activity should be balanced with 
concerns about increased noise 
(especially amplified) by local 
residents. 

  

12 The City should work to improve 
the quality of lawns and fields 
throughout the park system. 

DPW’s Division of Parks and Urban 
Forestry ha s a specialized position focused 
on turf management.  Most renovations 
include completed field and drainage work, 
as well as irrigation. 

 

13 The City should establish a process 
for informing the public about 
changes in use to athletic facilities.  
Residents expressed concern the 
lack of notice about the change at 
Sennott Park from baseball to 
soccer. 

  

 

CAMBRIDGEPORT NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 2000 --- Updated in 2003) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
1 The Study Committee supports the 

efforts of the Friends of Magazine 
Beach and encourages the MDC to 
continue their community process with 
respect to the redesign of the Magazine 
Beach facility. 

In the fall of 1999, the City and the MDC 
reached an agreement to renovate the 
Magazine Beach facility.  The City has 
agreed to provide $1.5 million for 
renovations and $100,000 annually for the 
maintenance and upkeep of this facility.  In 
return, the MDC has agreed to give 
Cambridge youth athletic teams’ priority in 
scheduling of games.  $1.5 million will pay 
for about half of what Friends of Magazine 

UNDERWAY 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
Beach would like to see happen at the site.   

The project is moving forward in three 
stages due to budgetary issues.  Phase 1 
includes renovations to the fields.  
Construction is expected to begin In the fall 
of 2003, and paid for through city funds.   
Phase 1b is supplemental to the Department 
of Public Works’ Sewer Outfall Project and 
will involve the restoration of the river edge 
for the length of the playing fields.  Phase 2 
includes site improvements to the remainder 
of the park including picnic areas, play area, 
and water play area.  Funding for Phase 2 
has not been secured at this time.   

2 The Study Committee recommends 
that the following parks in 
Cambridgeport should be zoned as 
Open Space: Hastings Square, 
Alberico Park on Allston Street, 
Lopez Street Tot Lot and Fullerton 
Park between Peters Street and 
Sidney Street.  This change was not 
made in the previous citywide 
rezoning and this omission should 
be corrected. 

Submit implementing zoning language to 
City Council in February 2003. 

FUTURE ACTION 
ITEM 

3 The Study Committee recommends 
that the city pursue the option of 
expanding the park at 82 Pacific 
Street to include adjacent parcels. 

The City has been working with The Trust 
for Public Land (TPL) to explore the option 
of purchasing parcels abutting this park.  

UNDERWAY 

4 The Study Committee supports the 
creation of an Open Space 
Acquisition Trust, to be used to buy 
land for the sole purpose of creating 
more open space in Cambridge. 

Since this recommendation was first put 
forward the City has designated more than 
$2 million of City funds for purchase of 
open space.  In addition, the Green Ribbon 
Committee established criteria for the 
purchase of land to be used as open space. 
In November of 2001 Cambridge voters 
approved the Community Preservation Act 
(CPA).  The CPA will make a total of 13.5 
million local and state dollars available 
during FY2002 and FY2003 for affordable 
housing, open space, and historic 
preservation in Cambridge.  An appointed 
committee, which heard testimony given at 
a public hearing in April of 2002, 
determined that 80% of the funds from the 
CPA should be devoted to the creation of 
affordable housing, while 10% should be 
devoted to open space and historic 
preservation respectively. 

NO ADDITIONAL 
ACTION AT THIS 
TIME 

5 The Study Committee recommends 
that the city add 4 or 5 picnic tables 
to Dana Park. 

This will be considered during the Dana 
Park planning process, which will take 
place in early 2003.  Placement must be 

NO ADDITIONAL 
ACTION AT THIS 
TIME 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
considered in context of light fixture 
placements, and full park design. 

6 The Study Committee recommends 
that DPW add bulletin boards to all 
the parks in Cambridgeport that 
don’t already have them.  The 
bulletin boards should be of a 
standard size and construction and 
resemble the one recently placed in 
Sennott Park in Area Four. 

As part of the park renovation at Dana Park 
a new bulletin Board will be installed.  The 
city standard for bulletin board designs will 
be used.  The standard design is similar to 
the ones at Paine Park, Bergin Park, Sleeper 
Park, and the King School Park.   

UNDERWAY 

7 In general, there are some changes 
that need to be undertaken for all 
the parks in Cambridgeport.  The 
Study Committee recommends that 
trash cans be located near 
entrances/exits to the park and at a 
minimum should be emptied 
weekly.  In addition, it is also 
recommended that maintenance be 
improved, especially ensuring that 
the water fountains are in working 
condition.  Finally, small bags 
should be made available for dog 
owners to help them clean up after 
their dogs. 

This has been a part of DPW’s work. 
This has been an important component of 
DPW’s day-to-day activities. 

•  

UNDERWAY 

8 Open space is scarce resource.  
Imaginative ways need to be 
utilized to provide both passive and 
active open space in the 
neighborhood.  The Study 
Committee recommends that the 
City explore the idea of utilizing 
any additional space along 
sidewalks for the placement of 
benches and other amenities.  
Resident sponsorship of these 
sidewalk amenities could help to 
ensure that these benches would be 
used properly by giving local 
residents a sense of ”ownership” in 
their neighborhood. 

The Green Ribbon Committee report 
recommends expanded passive recreation 
opportunities at the edges of open space.  

As parks are redesigned the City will 
consider utilizing additional space along 
sidewalks for benches and other amenities.  
  

FUTURE ACTION 
ITEM 

9 The Study Committee recommends 
that the city pursue the idea of 
requiring developers to link open 
spaces in urban developments to 
other open spaces in both the 
residential portion of 
Cambridgeport and other urban 
developments. 

In the Citywide Rezoning Petition, passed 
in 2000, Project Review guidelines include 
open space linkage as a design objective. 

COMPLETE 
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EAST CAMBRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1989 --- Updated in 2001) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 

1 Maximize the potential for open space at 
North Point and the Volpe Center. 

  

2 Attempt to acquire land to expand 
Ahern Field. 

  

3 Initiate a pilot program to involve 
residents in park beautification and 
maintenance.  The City should work 
with residents by targeting one East 
Cambridge park and forming a 
neighborhood committee to implement a 
small-scale program. 

  

4 Increase the resources for recreation 
programming in East Cambridge parks.  
In addition, a summer internship 
program to train staff associated with the 
new programs. 

  

5 Address the problems of security and 
vandalism in East Cambridge parks by: 

a) Increased police presence and 
lighting in the parks 

b) Strict enforcement of the 10:00pm 
curfew. 

  

6 The newly developed East Cambridge 
parks should be dedicated to Luke 
Agnetta and Tom Walker in memory of 
their long and dedicated service to the 
community. 

  

7 Enhance the design of future East 
Cambridge park renovations by 
considering: 

a) Clearly defined play areas and uses 
for people of different ages. 

b) A performance area. 

c) Better lighting. 

d) More benches. 

e) More trash receptacles. 

  

8 Post signs in East Cambridge parks to 
encourage residents to keep the park 
clean. 

  

9 Identify and develop areas in the 
neighborhood that can be used for 
outdoor sitting, plantings and 
community gardens. 
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MID-CAMBRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1996 --- Updated 2003) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 

1 Use Science Center's stone fountain as 
a model for open space ideas that are 
attractive to all people and ages 

  

2 Support performances or activities in 
parks for adults during afternoons and 
evenings. 

  

3 Provide for more multiple use spaces 
e.g. parking garage as concert space or 
tennis courts. 

  

4 When possible create "pocket-parks"   

5 Seek land for acquisition.   

6 Provide sidewalk benches/sitting areas.   

7 Encourage private developers to create 
open spaces that are accessible by the 
public. 

  

8 The City should continue to acquire 
open space.  It is particularly 
important to acquire spaces in 
locations that lack open space, such as 
the Longfellow School. 

  

9 Close Cambridge Street or Broadway at 
certain times to provide more recreation 
space.  This would be similar to the 
occasional closures of Memorial Drive 
during the summer. 

  

10 The City should create an inventory of 
private open spaces.  This inventory 
should provide an overview of which 
spaces are open to the public as well as 
those that are not open to the public but 
provide visual and environmental 
benefits to the city.  It should be noted 
whether any of these spaces might be 
lost to development. 

  

11 Protect Joan Lorentz Park during the 
main library expansion.  The expansion 
is an opportunity to look into ways of 
enhancing this space, such as providing 
benches. 

  

12 Provide air conditioning at War 
Memorial facilities.   

13 The following improvements are 
needed at Cooper Park: 
- Better enforcement of rules for 
appropriate use of water play 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to Date Status 
equipment; 
- Evaluation of whether the screening 
effect of plant material encourages 
inappropriate behavior on the interior 
edge of the park; and, 
- Regular pruning and thinning of 
trees. 

14 Promote pedestrian and bicycle access 
to the Charles River.  The river is the 
most important recreational resource 
available to Cambridge residents, and is 
difficult to access because of high 
traffic volumes on Memorial Drive. 

  

15 There should be greater enforcement of 
dog restrictions throughout the City’s 
park system.  Bags and trash barrels 
should be provided to help owners 
clean up after their dogs. 

  

16 Safety at Magazine Beach is a major 
concern.  The City and MDC should 
come to agreement over whose police 
force has jurisdiction there, and how 
safety can be improved. 

  

17 The condition of street trees should be 
evaluated and improved throughout the 
city.  In Mid-Cambridge, there is 
particular concern about the health of 
large trees on Kirkland Street. 

  

 

NEIGHBORHOOD NINE OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1995 --- Update in progress) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

1 Add dog-waste receptacles in parks and 
along streets in the neighborhood 

  

2 Encourage the creation of an “Adopt-
A-Park” program in neighborhood 
parks. 

  

3 Neighborhood organizations and 
residents groups should organize a 
neighborhood clean-up day in 
conjunction with the Department of 
Public Works. 

  

4 Encourage neighborhood organizations 
and residents groups to organize a 
trustee’s organization for the major 
parks in the neighborhood.  (These 
organizations would serve as conduits 
to raise funds on a charitable basis to 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 
enhance the utility and aesthetic quality 
of the parks.) 

5 Study current policy of scheduling 
adult leagues in City fields/parks. 

  

6 Convert open lot next to railroad tracks 
at Walden Square into a passive park 
along with the renovation of the tunnel. 

  

7 Add dog-waste receptacles in parks and 
along streets in the neighborhood 

  

 

NORTH CAMBRIDGE NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1990 --- Update planned for 2004) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

1 Undertake a thorough open space plan 
for North Cambridge to establish future 
open space and recreational priorities.  
The plan should: 

a) Document the types of open 
space uses which exist in the 
neighborhood; 

b) Determine whether this 
amount and mix is appropriate 
given the current and 
projected demographic 
composition of the 
neighborhood. 

Recommend ways to create additional 
open spaces and community gardens in 
North Cambridge; encourage 
landscaping tree planting, and sitting 
areas throughout the neighborhood, and 
ensure that all residents have access to 
the type of open space that meets their 
needs. 

  

2 Expand the Community Development 
Department’s outreach process to 
encourage community involvement 
during the park planning and design 
stages.  The following are some 
suggestions for ways to improve the 
participation process: 

1 Encourage park users (children, 
teenagers, adults, and other 
persons) to participate in all phases 
of planning, design and 
maintenance; 

2 Make the process as creative and 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 
fun as possible; 

3 Place signs in parks inviting 
people to attend meetings when 
any kinds of park renovations are 
planned. 

3 Continue to work with the Commission 
on Handicapped Persons and area 
residents to ensure that those people 
with special needs have sufficient 
amounts of recreation areas and 
equipment accessible to them. 

  

4 Increase the level of safety so that 
residents, particularly older people, feel 
safe using the parks. 

  

5 Improve safety in Linear Park by 
keeping it better maintained, including 
shoveling the snow and ice in the 
winter and repairing light fixtures when 
necessary. 

  

6 Investigate potential funding sources to 
allow the Committee on Public 
Planting to purchase more trees for 
North Cambridge streets. 

  

7 Encourage the establishment of an 
ongoing program for the maintenance 
and grooming of City trees and public 
plantings. 

  

 

RIVERSIDE NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study completed 1993 --- Updated 2003) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

1 Record successful and unsuccessful 
park designs, programming and 
maintenance efforts to establish a 
centralized record of what works and 
what does not work. The record could 
become a resource for community 
groups during the initial planning 
process. Full design development of a 
park will be the responsibility of the 
City’s landscape architect. 

  

2 Increase police sweeps and surveillance 
of all parks to promote responsible use 
of parks and to deter crime and 
disturbances from occurring. 

  

3 Include resources for maintenance in 
new capital projects and add conditions 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 
to construction contracts that would 
provide for follow-up maintenance. 

4 Require long-term maintenance on new 
capital projects: 

a) The City should adopt a 
policy that would mandate 
that funds be set aside in its 
budget for maintenance of 
capital projects; and 

b) In the absence of sufficient 
maintenance resources, capital 
funds could be used to 
stockpile spare parts, if 
sufficient city storage space is 
available. 

  

5 Involve schools in the maintenance of 
playgrounds. Schools could create a 
program which involves the students in 
the maintenance of parks and 
playgrounds. The program should 
emphasize the students’ partnership 
with their neighborhood. 

  

6 Tie maintenance schedule to level of 
use. 

  

7 Inspect parks on a regular basis. 
Inspectors must be well qualified and 
have product (equipment) knowledge, 
as called for in the City’s Open Space 
Plan. 

  

8 Include maintenance training for park 
inspectors and maintenance personnel 
in capital investment, as called for in 
the City’s Open Space Plan. Future 
hires should be qualified maintenance 
workers. 

  

9 Design parks and open space with both 
maintenance and aesthetics in mind. 
Design features of new projects should 
be aesthetically pleasing and lend 
themselves to easy maintenance 

  

10 Design open spaces and parks to reflect 
use and programming. As outlined in 
the City’s Open Space Plan, users 
should be identified, and programming 
should be reflective of their needs. 

  

11 Explore ways to increase programming 
for indoor recreational activities. 

  

12 Develop programming to meet the   
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 
needs of the elderly and female 
populations. This in light of a gender 
and age bias perceived in current 
programming. 

13 Integrate city programming with 
private facilities. Look for 
opportunities in private facilities to 
provide city-sponsored outreach. 

  

14 Explore creative ways to staff parks, 
such as partnerships with universities, 
to place students in parks to provide 
active and involved personnel at parks 
and teen facilities. 

  

15 Riverside residents should form a 
neighborhood group to review the 
conditions of the neighborhood’s parks 
and open space each year and submit 
this report along with recommendations 
for future actions to the City Council 
and City Manager each year. This 
oversight of the neighborhood’s parks 
and open spaces will become a 
permanent part of the group’s agenda. 

  

 

STRAWBERRY HILL NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS  
(Original study complete 1999 --- Update planned 2003) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

1 Preserve green space in residential 
areas. 

  

2 Create green open space by 
establishing a linear park on existing 
Boston an Maine Railroad, Watertown 
Branch, right-of-way. 

  

3 Connect open spaces from Fresh Pond 
to the Charles River. 

  

4 Improve current recreational facilities 
located in the neighborhood: 

a) Recondition Glacken Field 

b) Maintain existing bleachers at 
Glacken Field 

c) Maintain tot lot equipment 
and  

d) Surfaces at Glacken Field 

e) Repair, upgrade, and maintain 
tennis courts 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

5 Maintain wooded area of Fresh Pond   

 

WELLINGTON HARRINGTON NEIGHBORHOOD OPEN SPACE RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Original study complete 1994 — Update in progress) 

# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

1 The City should commit itself to 
increasing open space in Wellington-
Harrington through purchasing land 
and developing parks and playgrounds 
whenever opportunities exist. 

The Committee felt that the need for 
open space is more acute between 
Prospect and Columbia Streets and 
from Hampshire Street to the 
Somerville line. 

In 2000, the Report of the Green Ribbon 
Open Space Committee was published, 
which used a variety of criteria to set 
priorities for open space acquisition 
throughout Cambridge.  Wellington-
Harrington was found to be deficient in 
many types of open space, especially near 
Inman Square.  While existing land uses 
and the cost of land make acquisition 
difficult, it is important that the City 
continue to look for opportunities to 
acquire open space in the neighborhood 
whenever possible. 
In addition to acquiring new parks, there 
are other ways to enhance the sense of 
open space within the neighborhood.  This 
includes reclaiming small “pocket parks” 
throughout the neighborhood, as is being 
done through the Cambridge Street 
renovation (with improvements planned 
for the space next to Valente Library and 
the Miller’s River seating area).  In 
addition, existing parks must be enhanced. 
 To this end, Warren Pals Park was 
completely renovated during the past 
decade and will get upgraded water play 
equipment during summer 2003.  Donnelly 
Field has had a playground renovation and 
the addition of the Frisoli Youth Center, 
and will have a major field renovation 
during summer or fall 2003. 

Another solution is to create new open 
spaces near the neighborhood (either 
through acquisition or open space 
requirements for new development) that 
can be accessed easily by neighborhood 
residents.  Several opportunities for this 
exist, including the redevelopment of 
North Point and the ongoing feasibility 
study of the Grand Junction Railroad for a 
multi-use path. 

UNDERWAY 

2 The Elm Street Park/Hampshire Street 
sitting area should be redesigned to 
incorporate an active playground for 
children. 

Both the Wellington-Harrington and Area 
Four Neighborhood Studies mention this 
site for renovation.  While it could be some 
time before funding is secured for this 
renovation, staff from Community 

NO ACTION TO 
DATE 
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# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 

The Committee recommends that the 
new sitting area include fencing and 
benches to make the space more 
inviting. A new shade tree and water 
fountain should be added. The 
Committee suggests that a 
neighborhood workshop be conducted 
around the redesign of the space. 

Development will begin to think about the 
potential cost and scope of the renovation. 

Once funding has been secured, a 
community process will take place to 
determine what types of uses are 
appropriate on the site and what features 
the neighborhood would like to see.  Other 
factors will influence the final design, 
including available funding, federal safety 
and accessibility standards, and the other 
types of open space amenities available 
within the neighborhood. 

3 The City should allocate more funds 
towards park maintenance and attach a 
service contract to all newly 
constructed parks. 

Since the Wellington-Harrington 
Neighborhood Study was completed, many 
changes have been made within the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) park 
maintenance program.  The City’s parks 
are now divided into three sectors, each of 
which has a dedicated crew and 
supervisor.  The Division of Urban Park 
and Forestry now has additional 
specialized positions (such as an arborist).  
Private service contracts are attached to 
certain parks.  These contracts are not 
necessarily tied to renovations. 

If residents notice a maintenance problem 
at a specific park, they should call the 
DPW Parks Hotline at (617) 349-6434. 

UNDERWAY 

4 Redesign Donnelly Field for better 
definition of play spaces 

Since the original neighborhood study, the 
Donnelly Field Playground was renovated 
and the Frisoli Youth Center constructed.  
Public meetings and plans for the 
renovation of the field were completed in 
early 2003, with construction planned for 
summer or fall 2003.  Planned 
improvements include: improved lighting; 
better turf and drainage in the outfield; 
new bleachers, seating, and picnic areas; 
better baseball, softball, and basketball 
amenities; improved plantings, pathways, 
and entrances; and, seasonal portable 
toilets 

UNDERWAY: 

5 Upgrade and better maintenance of 
Gold Star Mother’s Pool. 

The Committee recommends that the 
pool should be enclosed to allow use 
throughout the year. 

 NO ADDITIONAL 
ACTION PLANNED 
AT THIS TIME 

6 Street trees should be planted on 
Cambridge Street, Columbia Street, and 
on Norfolk Street in the area abutting 
the DPW site. 

While there has been some increase in the 
size and number of trees in the area since 
the original neighborhood study, any long-
term improvements to the site will not be 

NO ADDITIONAL 
ACTION PLANNED 
AT THIS TIME 

City of Cambridge - Open Space and Recreation Plan 2003-2008 Page 85 of 99 
Update: March, 2005 / Approved: July, 2005 



# Recommendation Summary Progress to date Status 
made until it is determined whether DPW 
is moving to a new location and what new 
use will occupy the Hampshire Street site. 

7 Street cleaning on Cambridge Street 
should be done more frequently, 
particularly around bars and restaurants 

:  DPW’s street cleaning program includes 
monthly sweeping of all street from April- 
December, as well as more frequent 
treatment of major squares.  Daily hand-
vacuuming and litter collection is done in 
major squares. 

UNDERWAY 

8 The City should create play spaces for 
older children, rather than focusing 
exclusively on tot lots.   One recreation 
resource that is needed is a skateboard 
park. 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
STILL UNDER 
EVALUATION 

9 The Department of Transportation 
Building site in East Cambridge could 
provide an opportunity to create new 
open space 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
STILL UNDER 
EVALUATION. 

10 The City should create good pathways 
to existing and future open spaces that 
border Wellington-Harrington, like 
North Point’s parks and Grand Junction 
Railway linear park. 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
STILL UNDER 
EVALUATION. 

11 The City should look for opportunities 
to renovate small pocket parks 
whenever possible.  Some sites that 
might be renovated include: 

• The corner of Windsor and 
Lincoln Streets 

• The corner of Windsor and 
Hampshire Streets 

• The corner of Webster 
Avenue and Hampshire 
Streets (across from the CDM 
building) 

• The old trucking company site 
on Binney Street 

Site on Winter Street (in East 
Cambridge) 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
STILL UNDER 
EVALUATION. 

12 The City should acquire land across the 
street from the Kennedy School’s 
Ahern Field.  
While not located in the Wellington-
Harrington neighborhood but in nearby 
East Cambridge, this is an important 
open space for a large number of 
students and local residents. 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
STILL UNDER 
EVALUATION 
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SECTION 9 FIVE-YEAR ACTION PLAN 

The City of Cambridge Open Space Action Plan for 2002 – 2008 is divided into eight 
categories: City Parks and Playgrounds; Public-Private Partnerships; Natural Resources / 
Watershed Protection; Recreational Facilities; Programs; Maintenance and Operation; 
Information and Communication; Planning and Organization. 

Within each category, there is a set of category-specific objectives, summarized below, and a 
set of planned (or recently completed) actions, listed on the following pages.  The category-
specific objectives are based on collected information from the sources noted in Section 8.  The 
action items are ordered according to their anticipated timetables, though the timetable for each 
future action is subject to change. 

Objectives by Category 
 

City Parks and Playgrounds 

• Increase the amount and variety of play opportunities and open space experiences available 
throughout the city. 

• Create new open spaces and new play opportunities in those areas identified as “Top 
Priorities” for tot lots, neighborhood parks, and community parks in the Report of the 
Green Ribbon Open Space Committee (2000). 

• Improve the condition of existing playgrounds and parks, with a focus on universal design 
and access for persons with disabilities. 

• Replace pressure treated wood play structures with metal/plastic structures in children’s 
playgrounds and tot lots. 

• Identify and improve small, under-utilized open spaces for use as passive recreational areas 
or “pocket parks”. 

 

Public-Private Partnerships 

• Increase the amount of public open space in Cambridge by encouraging private developers 
to create new open spaces as part of large development projects. 

 

Natural Resources / Watershed Protection 

• Implement the priority recommendations of the Fresh Pond Master Plan for Fresh Pond 
Reservation. 

• Acquire land within the watershed in order to protect the quantity and quality of 
Cambridge’s water supply, to increase the quality of life for Cambridge residents and 
support economic growth over the long term. 

• Allow natural resource areas to be used by the public for limited recreational activities 
while working to ensure their protection and maintenance. 
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Recreational Facilities 

• Maintain the city’s current system of recreational facilities in good condition, including 
athletic fields, swimming pools, the municipal golf course, and other facilities. 

• Provide new recreational opportunities that will increase the diversity of user groups that 
are served (for example, a skate park that would provide a new recreational opportunity for 
older youth and teenagers).  Focus on potential user groups of all ages and abilities. 

 

Programs 

• Support a robust recreational program that makes use of Cambridge’s recreational facilities. 

• Develop sports and recreational programs specifically for youth. 

• Develop new inclusionary programming for special needs children in all recreational 
activities. 

 

Maintenance and Operation 

• Work to beautify all public open spaces. 

• Plant and maintain trees on streets and in public parks. 

• Allow residents to play an active role in the ongoing upkeep of neighborhood parks. 

 

Information and Communication 

• Develop new resources to provide the public with information about Cambridge’s open 
space system. 

 

Planning and Organization 

• Establish systems for tracking goals and objectives related to open space that appear in 
studies and reports developed by city departments.  Incorporate items into work plans. 

• Continue to develop new strategies for funding open space acquisition and improvements. 

• Continue to improve the open space planning function of the Open Space Committee. 
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City Parks and Playgrounds 
OBJECTIVES 
• Increase the amount and variety of play opportunities and open space experiences available throughout the city. 
• Create new open spaces and new play opportunities in those areas identified as “Top Priorities” for tot lots, 

neighborhood parks, and community parks in the Report of the Green Ribbon Open Space Committee (2000). 
• Improve the condition of existing playgrounds and parks, with a focus on universal design and access for persons 

with disabilities. 
• Replace pressure treated wood play structures with metal/plastic structures in children’s playgrounds and tot lots. 
• Identify and improve small, under-utilized open spaces for use as passive recreational areas or “pocket parks”. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Paine Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including two play areas 
for younger and older children, water play, half-court basketball area, benches, 
tables, public art, plantings, upgrades to lighting. 

Completed 2002 

King School Playground Improvements:  Addition of two new play 
structures for younger and older children, with a small multi-use artificial turf 
area and other overall improvements. 

Completed 2002 

Bergin Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including new play 
structure and water play, lighting, benches, tables, signage, fences.  Also 
included resurfacing and lighting replacement at tennis courts. 

Completed 2002 

Maynard School Playground Improvements:  Installation of new 
playground equipment. 

Completed 2002 

Lopez Street Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including the 
replacement of wood play structure with metal/plastic play equipment. 

Completed 2003 

Franklin Street Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including 
landscaping, public art, water play. 

Completed 2003 

Water Play Modernization:  Upgrades to water play equipment at Hoyt 
Field, Paine Park, Sennott Park, and Warren Pals Park. 

Completed 2004 

Monagle Plaza Improvements:  Upgrades to an adjacent sitting area as part 
of the renovation of a municipal office building. 

Completed 2004 

Maple Avenue Park Improvements:  Full park renovations including 
replacement of play equipment, water play, seating area, landscaping. 

Completed 2004 

Squirrel Brand Park Construction:  Creation of a public park on a parcel of 
land adjacent to a municipally-sponsored affordable housing rehabilitation 
project in an area identified in the Green Ribbon report as a “Top Priority” for 
the creation of new community parks.  This new park includes a sitting area, 
water play, and community gardens. 

Completed 2004 

Lowell School Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including new 
playground equipment, basketball area, seating, water fountain. 

Completed 2004 

Dana Park Improvements:  Full park renovation including new playground 
equipment, basketball court, seating area. 

Completed 2004 

Cambridge Street Pocket Parks:  As part of a roadway and sidewalk 
reconstruction project, improvements were made to three small sitting areas 
along the street, adjacent to Inman Square (Vellucci Community Plaza) the 
Valente Library, the Millers River housing complex. 

Completed 2004 
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Harvard Street Park / 238 Broadway Expansion:  Acquisition of a vacant 
office complex to be converted to open space in a part of the city identified in 
the Green Ribbon report as a “Top Priority” for the creation of new 
community parks.  The new space will complement an existing, adjacent park, 
resulting in a larger park that will include an open field area, sitting area, 
playground, and tennis court. 

Property acquired 1999 
Design completed 2002 

Construction expected 2005 

Charles Park Playground Replacement:  Replacement of existing wood 
play structure with a new metal/plastic structure. 

Replacement expected 2005 

Library Park Reconfiguration:  Expansion of the main branch of the 
Cambridge Public Library will include a reconfiguration of the adjacent green 
area and “tot lot” playground. 

Planning in progress 
Construction expected 2005 

Gold Star Mothers Park Improvements:  Replacement of pressure treated 
wood play structure with metal/plastic play equipment, addition of lighting 
and improvements along pathways. 

Design expected to begin 2005 
Construction expected 2005-06 

Tobin School / Father Callahan Playground Improvements:  Replacement 
of play structure, upgrades to basketball court. 

Design expected to begin 2005 
Construction expected 2005–06 

Agassiz/Alden Park Improvements:  Replacement of pressure treated wood 
play structure with metal/plastic play equipment. 

Design expected to begin 2005 
Construction expected 2006 

Pacific Street Park Improvements:  Development of green space to include 
seating area, play equipment, and multi-use playing field. 

Conceptual design underway 
Detailed design expected 2005-06 

Cambridge Common Improvements:  Replacement of wood play structure, 
along with improvements to pathways, drainage, lighting, and plantings, and 
accessibility improvements. 

Detailed design expected 2005–06 
 

Costa Lopez Taylor Park Improvements:  Development of an adjacent 
vacant parcel to be used as a passive “pocket park” area.  Possible installation 
of new lighting at main park. 

Design expected to begin 2005 

Trolley Square Park Construction:  A public park with sitting area adjacent 
to a municipally-sponsored affordable housing development project.  This 
park will be connected to the existing “Linear Park” in North Cambridge. 

Design expected to begin 2005–06 
 

Broadway and Norfolk “Pocket Park”:  A neighborhood study recommends 
redesigning this corner, currently part of Sennott Park, for use as a passive 
sitting area. 

Planning 2005–08 

Additional Wood Playground Replacement:  Due to health concerns 
regarding the use of pressure treated lumber in children’s play equipment, 
Cambridge is in the process of replacing all of its wood-built playgrounds with 
equipment made of plastic, metal, rubber, and other materials.  Besides the 
projects listed, playground replacement is planned at Alberico Park, Clement 
G. Morgan Park, David Nunes Park, Fulmore Park. 

Planning 2006–08 

Sacramento Field Improvements:  Recommended in Neighborhood Studies. 
 Scope and feasibility of improvements will be investigated in the future. 

Planning 2006–08 

Elm / Hampshire Plaza Improvements:  Recommended in Neighborhood 
Studies.  Scope and feasibility of improvements will be investigated in the 
future. 

Planning 2007–08 
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Public-Private Partnerships 
OBJECTIVES 
• Increase the amount of public open space in Cambridge by encouraging private developers to create new open 

spaces as part of large development projects. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

North Point Open Space:  Developers of the Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) district in East Cambridge called “North Point” have committed, 
through a special permit granted in 2003, to develop an approximately five-
acre public park as part of that new district. 

Design expected complete 2005–06 

Memorial Drive and Western Avenue (Mahoney’s Garden Site):  As a 
result of negotiations involving Harvard University, the City of Cambridge, 
and residents of the Riverside neighborhood, Harvard has agreed to donate a 
parcel of land to be used as public recreational open space in an area where it 
is planning to develop student housing facilities. 

Design expected to begin 2005 

Porter Square Vicinity Open Space:  The area around Porter Square is 
identified as a “Top Priority” area for the creation of “tot lot” playgrounds and 
community parks.  Cambridge will continue to work with developers and 
institutions in the area to incorporate open space and recreational facilities into 
future development. 

Planning 2004–08 

Kendall Square Open Space:  The City of Cambridge has developed a set of 
Planned Unit Development (PUD) guidelines to shape future development in a 
district adjacent to Kendall Square.  As a result, a developer who wishes to 
undertake a PUD within this district is required to construct an approximately 
seven-acre public park in that area.  To date, most of the land within this PUD 
district is owned by the federal government, which currently has no plan to 
develop or sell its property. 

Timeline unknown 

Design Review Guidelines:  Certain large projects in Cambridge are required 
to undergo a design review, sometimes as a requirement for receiving a special 
permit from the Planning Board.  Within a design review, projects are 
evaluated on the basis of “Citywide Urban Design Objectives (defined in 
section 19.30 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance) one of which states that 
“Enhancement and expansion of open space amenities in the city should be 
incorporated into new development in the city” (19.34).  To date, over 
seventeen private development projects have included publicly-accessible 
open spaces as the result of a special permit design review. 

Ongoing on project-by-project basis 
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Natural Resources / Watershed Protection 
OBJECTIVES 
• Implement the priority recommendations of the Fresh Pond Master Plan for Fresh Pond Reservation. 
• Acquire land within the watershed in order to protect the quantity and quality of Cambridge’s water supply, to 

increase the quality of life for Cambridge residents and support economic growth over the long term. 
• Allow natural resource areas to be used by the public for limited recreational activities while working to ensure 

their protection and maintenance. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Northeast Sector Project:  A high priority in the Fresh Pond Master 
Plan.  Involves the reconstruction of pathways and the reorganization of 
spaces, which include a youth soccer playing field, community gardens, 
passive use areas, and a small parking lot.  Project will improve 
stormwater management and landscape protection. 

Design expected complete 2005 
Construction expected complete 2006 

Little Fresh Pond Shoreline Restoration:  A high priority in the Fresh 
Pond Master Plan.  Involves the restoration of a shoreline that has 
eroded due partly to pathway use and invasive species.  Pathways will 
be reconstructed. 

Design expected complete 2005 
Construction expected complete 2006 

Kingsley Park Restoration:  A priority in the Fresh Pond Master Plan. 
 Involves shoreline restoration and pathway reconstruction for a park 
and play area that is adjacent to Fresh Pond. 

Schematic design expected complete 2005 
Construction to occur in phases 2005–08 

Black’s Nook Restoration:  A priority in the Fresh Pond Master Plan.  
Involves shoreline reconstruction and landscape improvements. 

Design expected complete 2006 
Construction to occur in phases 2006–08 

Harrington Property Acquisition:  Involves the purchase of 16 acres 
of watershed land in the Towns of Lincoln and Weston, and the creation 
of a land use plan to protect the property from development and allow 
recreational use by the public. 

Purchase expected complete 2005 
Land use plan expected complete 2005 

Implementation expected by 2006 

Watershed Land Acquisition Strategy:  Cambridge expects to 
develop a long-term strategy to acquire land in the watershed, with the 
purpose of protecting watershed areas from development and/or 
pollution, maintaining natural and man-made infrastructure (shorelines, 
wetlands, dams, &c.).  Land acquisition priorities will be based on 
proximity to reservoirs and tributaries, imminent risk of development, 
local community support, cost of acquisition and ownership, and 
additional considerations such as recreational benefits for the public. 

Planning began 2002 
Strategy expected complete 2005 

Implementation expected by 2006 

 

City of Cambridge - Open Space and Recreation Plan 2003-2008 Page 93 of 99 
Update: March, 2005 / Approved: July, 2005 



Recreational Facilities 
OBJECTIVES 
• Maintain the city’s current system of recreational facilities in good condition, including athletic fields, swimming 

pools, the municipal golf course, and other facilities. 
• Provide new recreational opportunities that will increase the diversity of user groups that are served (for 

example, a skate park that would provide a new recreational opportunity for older youth and teenagers).  Focus 
on potential user groups of all ages and abilities. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Municipal Golf Course Improvements:  
Improvements to tee areas, bunkers, pathways, and buffer zones. 

Completed 2002 

Donnelly Field Improvements:  A full renovation of this facility included 
new playing fields for Little League baseball with new bleachers and 
dugouts, and upgrades to the softball field, basketball courts, and 
playground. 

Completed 2004 

Russell Field Improvements:  A full renovation of Cambridge’s main 
facility for high school football games, including upgrades to the field, a 
new field house, bleachers, and press box.  Also includes renovations to 
baseball fields (Comeau Field, Samp Field), two new multi-use grass fields, 
a new “tot lot” playground, and a renovated parking lot. 

Construction started 2004 
Construction expected complete 2005 

Magazine Beach Renovations:  This state-owned complex of playing fields 
is managed by the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  The City of 
Cambridge is funding part of the renovations and ongoing maintenance of 
this facility, and in exchange, priority will be given to Cambridge youth 
athletic teams in scheduling use of the playing fields. 

Construction expected to begin 2005 

Skate Park:  A new outdoor facility for skateboarding/inline skating will be 
created at Danehy Park. 

Construction permitting underway 

Gold Star Mothers Pool Renovations:  Will include replacement of all 
pool systems and the pool surface, improvements to circulation by users 
within the complex, upgrades to meet Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) compliance, renovations to the plumbing and electrical systems, and 
possibly the construction of amenities such as spray pools and additional 
seating. 

Design expected complete 2005 
Construction expected 2005–06 

War Memorial Renovations:  This athletics/recreational facility is 
associated with the Cambridge Rindge and Latin High School but has 
programs open to Cambridge residents as well.  Improvements will include 
upgrades to the HVAC systems. 

Expected 2006–08 

Dog Runs:  Working through a series of public meetings and a committee of 
residents, Cambridge is exploring the possibility of establishing park areas 
where dog owners are allowed to run their dogs off-leash. 

Planning underway 
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Programs 
OBJECTIVES 
• Support a robust recreational program that makes use of Cambridge’s recreational facilities. 
• Develop sports and recreational programs specifically for youth. 
• Develop new inclusionary programming for special needs children in all recreational activities. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Golf Programs:  The amount of golf league play at the Thomas P. O’Neill 
Municipal Golf Course will be reduced to allow greater use by Cambridge 
residents. 

Changes implemented 2004 

Junior Golf Program:  The Recreation Division will expand Cambridge’s 
junior golf program to include weekly lessons and two four-week camps. 

Programs implemented 2004 

Swimming Programs:  Membership survey to be conducted. Expected for 2005 

Inclusionary Programs:  Development and implementation of inclusionary 
programming in all “out of school time” programs, such as child care, 
community schools, recreation/sports, and youth activities. 

Ongoing 2005–08 

 

Maintenance and Operation 
OBJECTIVES 
• Work to beautify all public open spaces. 
• Plant and maintain trees on streets and in public parks. 
• Allow residents to play an active role in the ongoing upkeep and programming of neighborhood parks. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Beautification:  Through its annually-funded beautification program, the 
Cambridge Department of Public Works provides colorful plantings at high-
visibility sites throughout the City on a seasonal basis, and enhances a limited 
number of previously vacant parcels within the open space inventory such as 
traffic islands.  Enhancements might include the introduction of irrigation, 
park furniture where appropriate, and perennial landscaping. 

Ongoing 2002–2008 

Tree Planting and Maintenance:  The Cambridge Department of Public 
Works has initiated a citywide tree maintenance program to include pruning of 
every tree on City-owned property every five to six years.  With nearly 15,000 
public trees, this translates to pruning almost 3,000 trees each year.  The City 
also works to plant 150 – 300 new trees each year. 

Ongoing 2002–2008 

Adopt-A-Park Program:  The City is considering piloting an “Adopt-A-
Park” program, which will allow community members to oversee and 
participate in the maintenance and programming of park spaces.  The first step 
will be to establish guidelines defining the roles and responsibilities of 
“Adopt-A-Park” groups. 

Pilot expected for 2005 
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Information and Communication 
OBJECTIVES 
• Develop new resources to provide the public with information about Cambridge’s open space system. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Map of Public Parks, Playgrounds, and Reservations:  An 11” by 17” 
paper map that shows the locations of all public open space and recreation 
resources in the city, along with an information chart on the back detailing 
what kinds of facilities are available at each location.  Distributed in civic and 
municipal buildings around the city. 

Pilot version released 2004 
Updates ongoing 2004–08 

Online Parks Database:  A web-based system where members of the public 
can find a range of information about the city’s entire open space system. 

Planned to begin 2005–06 

 

Organization and Planning 
OBJECTIVES  
• Establish systems for tracking goals and objectives related to open space that appear in studies and reports 

developed by city departments.  Incorporate items into work plans. 
• Continue to develop new strategies for funding open space acquisition and improvements. 
• Continue to improve the open space planning function of the Open Space Committee. 

ACTION TIMELINE 

Neighborhood Studies and Updates:  Neighborhood studies are the ongoing 
process by which Cambridge assesses the future planning goals of residents, 
businesses, and institutions in each neighborhood of the city.  Open space is a 
major focus of these studies.  Neighborhood studies have been conducted for 
most of the city’s neighborhoods, and they are updated on a three-to-four year 
cycle.   

One neighborhood study underway 
Updates ongoing 2004–08 

(4 updates completed 2004–05) 
(3 updates planned for 2005–06) 

Neighborhood Study Implementation:  The Community Development 
Department, which conducts neighborhood studies, has introduced a new 
system for tracking neighborhood study recommendations and related actions 
from the planning phase to completion.  Through this system, open space 
recommendations are relayed to the Open Space Committee and to the various 
city departments responsible for their implementation. 

Ongoing as of 2004 

Community Preservation Act:  City Departments and the Open Space 
Committee will develop goals and strategies for the use of CPA funding to 
acquire, develop, and maintain open space resources in the city.  Thus far, 
CPA funding has been used for projects in the Fresh Pond Reservation and for 
the protection of properties in the upland watershed (see “Natural Resources / 
Watershed Protection”).  Future use of CPA funding may include the 
acquisition of land for public community gardens. 

Ongoing as of 2003 

Open Space Plan Updates:  The Open Space Committee will continue to 
review the Open Space Action Plan on an annual basis.  This review will be 
done in such a way as to coordinate with the city’s budgeting cycle. 

Ongoing as of 2005 
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SECTION 10 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Copies of this plan were distributed to the Mayor of the City of Cambridge, the Cambridge Planning 
Board, the Cambridge Conservation Commission, and the Metropolitan Area Planning Council in 
April, 2005.  Their comments have been included. 

SECTION 11 REFERENCES 
City of Cambridge Neighborhood Studies. 
 Agassiz (in progress) 
 Area Four (1994) 
 Cambridgeport (2000) 
 East Cambridge (1989) 
 Mid-Cambridge (1996) 
 Neighborhood 9 (1995) 
 North Cambridge (1990) 
 Riverside (1993) 
 Strawberry Hill (1999) 
 Wellington-Harrington (1994) 
 
City of Cambridge Website. 
 
Fresh Pond Master Plan.   
 
Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development Community Profile. 
 
MWRA.  City of Cambridge Water Report for the 2000 Reporting Period. 
 
Report of the Green Ribbon Open Space Committee.  (2000) 
 

APPENDIX:  FINAL REPORT, 2002 CAMBRIDGE OPEN SPACE 
AND RECREATION SURVEY 
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OFFICEOF THE MAYOR 

Michael A. Sullivan 
Mayor 

April 25,2005 1 
I 

Jennifer Soper 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, gth Floor 
Boston, MA 02 1 14 

Dear Ms. Soper, 

I am pleased to inform you that I have reviewed the Cambridge Open Space and 
Recreation Plan Draft, as required by the Executive Office of Environmental Affairs. I 
have found that this plan provides an appropriate framework for addressing the future 
needs of Cambridge's open space and recreation system, including the creation of new 
open space resources and the preservation and maintenance of existing resources. 

The City of Cambridge recognizes the important role that open space plays in supporting 
community health and vitality, and has consistently worked to provide its residents with 
an open space system of the highest quality. 

Mayor 

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139 
(617) 349-4321 FAX-(617) 349-4320 'ITY/TDD-(617) 349-4242 EMAIL: msullivan@cambridgema.gov 



 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
57 INMAN STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 TEL (617) 349-4680 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

May 5,2005 

Ms. Jennifer Soper 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
Colnmoilwealth of Massachusetts 
I 00 Cambridge Street, 9"' Floor 
Boston, Massachusetts 02 1 14 

Re: City of Cambridge 5-year Open Space Plan 

Ms. Soper: 

As required by your office, this letter is to notify you that the Cambridge Conservation Commission has 
reviewed the 5-year Open Space and Recreation Plan. The Commission has made the following 
coinments: 

Create and preserve community gardens throughout the city. 

Identify areas to acquire open space throughout the city as well as within the watershed's areas of 
concern. 

Support the thoughtfill creation and preservation of water dependent activities and uses. 

* Support the preseivation and enhancement of ecological habitats. 

for the Conservation Commission, 



 



April 25, 2005 
Jennifer Soper 
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, 9"' Floor 
Boston, MA 02 1 14 

Dear Ms. Soper, 

This letter is to inform you that the Cambridge Planning Board has reviewed the 
Cambridge Open Space and Recreation Plan Draft, as required by the Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs. 

In response to the submitted plan,' Planning Board members have made the following 
comments: 

Track the preservation of privately-owned, publicly-accessible open space, in 
addition to publicly-owned open space. 

Create and preserve community gardens throughout the city. 

Support the creation of a "stom~water retention park" as recommended in the 
Concord-Alewife Planning Study (recently completed by the city's Conlnlunity 
Development Department). 

Identify strategies to acquire open space in identified "Areas of Need," such as the 
area around Porter Square in northern Cambridge. 

Identify and list funding mechanisnls (sucl~ as the Community Preservation Act) that 
might aid in the acquisition and development of new open space resources. 

Improve public information on privately-owned open space that has been designated, 
through the Planning Board's special permit process, as publicly-beneficial open 
space. 

Update the Planning Board regularly on progress in fulfilling the open space needs 
identified in the plan. 

Respectfully submitted for the Planning Board, 

B'arbara Shaw, Chair 



 



Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
60 Temple Place, Boston, Massachusetts 021 11 617-451-2770 fax 617-482-7185 www.mapc.org 

Sewing 101 cities and towns in metropolitan Boston 

May 3.2005 

Stuart Dash 
Director of Community Planning 
City of Cambridge 
344 Broadway 
Cambridge, MA 02 139 

Dear Mr. Dash: 

The Metropolitan Area Planning Council has reviewed the City of Cambridge Open 
Space and Recreation Plan 2003-2008, Update March 2005. The plan is thorough and 
appears to meet most of the guidelines of the Division of Conservation Services. I would 
like to offer the following comments to help strengthen the plan. 

Subregion - Within the discussion of the regional context, it should be noted that 
Cambridge is a member of the Inner Core Committee, one of eight MAPC subregions. 
The Inner Core Committee is a group of communities that meet'regularly and is an 
excellent forum for discussing regional open space issues and opportunities. 

Metropolitan District Commission - Throughout the plan, there are numerous 
references to the MDC. Since the MDC was eliminated several years ago, the plan 
should be updated so that the references to the NIDC are replaced with references to the 
Division of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). 

Areas of Critical Environmental Concern - The term "Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern" (ACEC) is used on Page 42 but its usage appears to be incorrect. The plan 
idcfitifies sevcral areas that are of en-~.ircnrnental cuncern, but the tern1 ACEC should nclt 
be used because it refers to a specific statewide program rather than a generic description . 

of sensitive environmental areas as described on Page 42. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this plan. 

Sincerely, 

Marc D. ~ r a i s e h ,  Executive Director 

Cc: Jennifer Soper, Division of Conservation Services 
Susanne Rasmussen, MAPC Representative, City of Cambridge 

Richard A. Dimino. President Gordon Feltman, Vice President Grace S. Shepard. Treasurer Jeanne E. Richardson. Serretary I 
Marc D. Draisen. Executive Director 
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M l l T  ROMNEY 
GOVERNOR 

KERRY HEALEY 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

Tel. (617) 626-1000 
Fax. (617) 626-1 181 

http://www ,mass.gov/envir 

ELLEN ROY HERZFELDER 
SECRETARY 

July 8,2005 

Stuart Dash 
Community Development Department 
City of Cambridge 
344 Broadway 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Re: Open Space and Recreation Plan 

Dear Mr. Dash: 

Thank you for submitting Cambridge's Open Space and Recreation Plan to this office for review 
for compliance with the current Open Space and Recreation Plan Requirements. I am pleased to write that 
the plan is approved. This final approval will allow Cambridge to participate in DCS grant rounds through 
September 2008. 

Congratulations on a great job. Please call me at (617) 626-1 171 if you have any questions or 
concerns about the plan. 

Sincerely, 

Urban Self-Help Coordinator 

cc: Board of Selectmen 
Parks Department 
Conservation Commission 

a Printed on Recycled Sack 20% Past Consumer Waste 


